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schwarzenegger who is married to maria schreiber senator kennedy's niece christina all right ann thompson 
joining us live this morning from hyannis port and i can only assume that at this point it is certainly too soon 
to talk about what plans are underway for people to say their goodbyes but certainly that sort of development 
will be coming in the next few hours if not days so anne thank you we ask that you continue to stand by and 
hyannisport i want to go back to michael beschloss a presidential historian michael we were talking just a few 
moments ago about senator kennedy approaching his job and job really isn't the right word but approaching 
what he did for the state of massachusetts and people in general as really a life's calling a passion and as 
we just heard from governor arnold schwarzenegger in that statement that ann just uh recited to us it's clear 
that he inspired and impacted others to look at their their service their public service as something more than 
just a job i think that's right and you know we've been talking all about the last hour or two about the fact that 
he had these relationships across the aisle you know nowadays if you're a republican or a democrat in the 
senate you're basically discouraged from having strong friendships across the aisle it's almost you know as if 
you're betraying the cause but the generation that ted kennedy came to the senate in the early 1960s one 
mark of whether you were an eminent senator or not was how many friends you had across the aisle and the 
idea wasn't that you know ted kennedy who was one of his closest friends in the senate was orrin hatch not 
that the two guys would agree because orrin hatch is a conservative republican they disagreed almost all the 
time but he would muse on the fact that the founders of this country whom he had learned about when he 
was a kid in massachusetts his mother 
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massachusetts his mother took him to lexington and concord and other historic sites in massachusetts he 
knew that the founders had this idea that americans and especially members of congress would duke it out 
all day long over subjects on which they disagreed but in the evening they would get together and be friends 
that was very much the tradition that he came out of and michael right now we are joined by bob schrum 
kennedy friend and former speechwriter bob i can't say thank you enough for joining us this morning you you 
knew him in a way that so many of us did not can you can you tell us uh now uh your thoughts on hearing uh 
your friend pass this morning well on a personal level for everyone who knew him he was he was such a 
source of joy and fun and kind and generous he got you know i worked for him for a while and actually i 
always worked for him everybody who ever worked for him he used to say people left the staff but they never 
really left and at sort of personal level it's it's very tough uh even if you knew it was coming it's hard the other 
part of it is an enormous sense of pride and privilege that you had any part at all in what he accomplished i 
mean if you start down the list minimum wage voting rights sanctions against apartheid children's health care 


college loans the americans with disability act the first pioneering legislation to fight aids equal rights for 
women and gay americans is stand against the war i mean his the iraq war and the vietnam before that there 
are series of unparalleled accomplishments and he was a guy who could reach across the aisle as michael 
just said but he could also stand his ground i mean i remember in 1981 he walked into the office one day and 
and the chief of staff had convened a meeting and they were like i was his press secretary at that point and 
there were like five four or five of us there and he walked in and he sort of sponsored what's this about and 
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sponsored what's this about and we said well we're going to discuss how you're going to vote on the reagan 
tax bill and he looked at us rather quickly and he said well if you oppose it you might be the only vote he said 
why don't you guys have your meeting and then i'm going to vote against the bill so he had a sense of 
conviction and belief and he stood his ground but it was never personal for him it was always a capacity to 
reach out a sense that somehow or other you had to listen to and respect the differences and then see if you 
could find some common ground bob how bitter sweet is it that when or if health care reform comes for a 
vote before the senate senator kennedy something in which this was clearly his life's passion will not be able 
to to cast his vote on it well i guess if he if he won't have cast his vote he will have cast a very long shadow 
because i don't think we would be at the point where it's possible to do this without him he's persisted in this 
cause for over 30 40 years and i think i actually think we're going to get there this year and in some ways it 
would be the greatest memorial to him that we could possibly have although i'm not sure he would like 
putting it that way i think he he he wouldn't care about it as a memorial to himself he would care about it for 
what it did for the the the people all across this country who don't have health insurance or paying too much 
or who whose policies get cancelled when they get sick you know there was that survey uh in ina 
newspaper i think was the hill a while ago about which democratic senator republicans would most prefer to 
work with and uh and the answer was him and i think he liked that not so much for the personal accolade but 
for what it permitted him to do bob i'm going to ask you to stay on the line with us that was bob schrum 
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line with us that was bob schrum kennedy friend but also former speechwriter now i want to go to keith 
olbermann host of countdown on msnbc keith we just heard from bob talking about the senator senator ted 
kennedy casting a long shadow over the continued debate about health care if he was in the senate for 47 
years how much longer can we anticipate that his impact potentially will continue to be felt whether it be on 
legislation about health care or other social issues that he was also so passionate about keith it's it's 
fascinating to to offer conjecture on that because there's nothing that will i think distill the minds of the 
democrats who have been variously described as as moderate or perhaps hanging back in the senate 
particularly but also in the house whether there is the kind of uh that crystallizing of of thought on the issue 
that only death brings if you are a democrat and you are elected and you are serving from the white house to 
the smallest smallest school board in the country some part of you has been drawn to this by the family 
named kennedy and unless you are more than 50 years old the kennedy who drew you there practically 
speaking was ted kennedy and now for many democrats there is a choice of of where they stand particularly 
are they fully invested in this in the way senator kennedy was or do they want what he would have judged 
certainly as half measures and what what to what degree did the conscience 
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what to what degree did the conscience that he represented and people who opposed him politically would 
say it was uh it would perhaps not use it in such such a glowing term to describe it but what he saw as a 
matter of conscience will that will that be transmitted will that be moved via osmosis to those who were less 
ardent on this subject out of a sense of respect and perhaps more out of a sense of respect for a man's life 
and his dedication and his uh fight the irony of ironies a man dies of a terminal illness which he fought off 
successfully for nearly a year and a half with the greatest possible health care available to him while he 
spent nearly all that time fighting for improving the health care of those around him what does that do not so 


much to the republicans will there be republicans suddenly peeling off from their party's point of view on this 
and saying no we have to do this for teddy i find that hard to believe but i do think that it might have an 
unexpected in impact on on the blue dog democrats and the and the senatorial democrats who are who are 
not as or had not been as fervent it would be maudlin and i think i think senator Kennedy would probably bust 
out laughing at the idea of people asking what would teddy do but on the other hand as we suggested the 
last time you and i spoke christina it's rather clear that senator kennedy left specific instructions as to what 
he wanted to see done and i i wonder it is conjecture it may be that we are so cynical in our politics today 
that this will have no impact whatsoever and on the other hand it could in fact galvanize the democrats to say 
all right um we have we have those of us who have been on the fringes have have spent enough time there 
we're going to go in ted kennedy's stead and we're going to get this thing passed the way we think we know 
he wanted it to be passed speculation of course but but it 
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speculation of course but but it certainly is a it's a it's a reasonable bit of speculation i think and there are few 
people in american politics whose uh passing or whose living influence would could could repeat could have 
that kind of influence on the political scene right now bob schrum not only a close kennedy friend but also 
former speech writers we just heard from keith olbermann talking about senator kennedy's impact can you 
speak to if you will just where those convictions came from in the face of scrutiny and in the face of uh 
perhaps differences of opinion that were even coming from those within his own party well ii he had a 
bedrock of belief i mean he was he was born to privilege as he himself would say but as he also said he was 
proud to be a voice for people who didn't have power and didn't have influence and for a lot of ordinary 
people in this country who had enormous needs you were talking with with keith about you know how long 
his influence will be felt well there's a whole generation of kids who are going to college who might not be 
able to afford to it might not be able to get the loans if he hadn't been in the senate so in some ways his 
influence will be felt for generations and it will be felt by millions of people who will probably know his name 
but won't know all that much about him i think that he was raised with the belief that if you're given great 
privilege then you have an obligation to give something back i remember when he went on went around the 
country to see people in poverty at a time in the 1980s when the issue was entirely out of fashion and he 
insisted it was a line he just was giving an interview and he said if we let this happen then america is in 
america and he had a very very deep sense of belief in the possibilities of the country and 
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in the possibilities of the country and in the goodness of the country so i think that's where it all came from on 
healthcare now i think that you know a month ago a little over a month ago he was he was working we were 
working together on an article for newsweek on health care i mean he never gave up this fight he was 
conferring with his colleagues all the time on it i think it's it's odd listening to keith i think if he'd been there in 
the senate the last year we might be there already on health care but on the other hand maybe now his 
absence will help us get there all right thank you very much for joining us that was bob schrum kennedy 
friend but also former speechwriter once again thank you bob for joining us this morning now joining me on 
the line right now is david schuster and david we have been talking about the passing of senator ted kennedy 
dead at the age of 77 but as we have just heard from his his close friend but also former speechwriter bob 
schrum it is clear that senator kennedy was still engaged despite the fact that he was battling uh this terrible 
disease for the past year and a half david yeah i mean i think christina it speaks to the incredible energy that 
ted kennedy had on the issues that he cared about for you know essentially in his entire life i i guess but 
before i sort of you know address that i just have to you know share a couple personal recollections um i 
mean it's so it's devastating for people who knew him but also for those of us you know that you have a 
generation who didn't you know who essentially don't remember uh ted kennedy in the 1960's 60's because 
we hadn't been born yet and and i'll never forget um back in 2004 the democratic convention of course was 
in boston and so we put together um a piece like a five minute long piece because there was a ted kennedy 
sort of tribute night uh and he was of course speaking at the convention and so we spent weeks literally um 
my producer editor chris pendy and myself going back 
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chris pendy and myself going back through every clip every major speech and essentially trying to craft a 
piece that would sort of tell the life story of ted kennedy and all the famous speeches and with the 
controversies but just how he was able to um really dominate american politics for so many generations and 
i'll never forget that his chief of staff called um the night that it ran and said you know that was a really great 
piece unfortunately ted didn't see it because he was you know obviously busy with the convention but would 
you guys mind putting together a cd or a dvd or whatnot so that i can show it to him because i know that he 
would really like it and i thought to myself that's so strange that you know he's he's lived all these moments 
that he would you know he would want to sort of see this piece that we did so we did and i heard from the 
chief of staff weeks later that ted loved it um even though after the piece ran tom brokaw and tim russer who 
were sort of commenting with chris matthews and keith about you know ted kennedy that they said you know 
we've really all sort of aged before our eyes watching that piece seen ted kennedy go from a very sort of 
young man who had to deal with just incredible circumstances with the death of his brother john and then his 
death of his brother robert and then essentially coming to his own as a politician and a force in american 
politics and it was just you know such a incredible sort of um and so flattering that ted kennedy would be uh 
so into sort of seeing this highlight reel essentially of his own career so it's just you know personally it's very 
you know devastating i think anybody who ever had anything to do with either trying to chronicle the kennedy 
legacy or trying to put it in some perspective the idea that ted kennedy with everything that he went through 
in his life um is gone even though we knew this day was coming it's still just it's still just devastating david i 
guess the big question is just how long was that piece because i'm sure it'd be very very difficult to try and 
chronicle his 
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very difficult to try and chronicle his life and do it in a piece that is only a few minutes as we've heard from so 
many different people tonight his fingerprints and his impact has been on so many different things 
legislatively philanthropically how would you be able to do it to condense it to just just a few minutes well as 
you know christina was the usual battle we wanted the piece to be 15 minutes long and had to keep cutting it 
back and i think the version that eventually ran or that we were allowed to put on the air the night of the 
convention was probably about five minutes and we thought we were shortchanging it but you know those 
are the you know such as a television but you know again it sort of it gets to the idea that you really could 
and i'm sure over the you know in days ahead we're going to see so many you know hour-long you know 
tributes you could literally run the dream shall never die speech that he gave um at the 1980 um democratic 
and convention and you could you know in this race against jimmy carter where he had sort of battled and he 
he he literally you could take this entire 15-minute speech and run by itself and i'm sure we will at some point 
and it's just mesmerizing i mean kennedy had a way both with bob truman writing his speeches but just a 
way of sort of inspiring people in the way he spoke and addressing issues and talking about the inner 
goodness of america and what it stood for and how we can sort of continue to achieve that and it was just it's 
just it was inspiring in so many levels um and you're right i mean it's hard to sort of condense kennedy's life 
into sort of short sound bites or a short piece but um and i think that's the amazing thing that we're going to 
see in the days ahead is that as we sort of run these speeches in its entirety it's just it's remarkable how 
many of his speeches how many of his moments on the senate floor by themselves you can run at length 
and they speak volumes about the kennedy legacy thank you david i'm going to ask you to stand by right 
now i want to want to go to ann thompson who joins us live from hyannis port where 


00:18:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=1080s 





live from hyannis port where which is where senator ted kennedy passed at his home early wednesday 
morning late tuesday night at the age of 77 and christina sources close to the senator's office say that he 
was surrounded by his immediate family they were at his bedside his immediate family of course includes his 
wife vicki his sons teddy jr and congressman patrick kennedy who represents rhode island and his daughter 
cara as as well as his stepchildren curran and caroline we're also told that members extended members of 


the kennedy family came here throughout the evening we are now seeing a van pull up it's unclear who is in 
there it's the second car that we have seen go in into the road that leads to the kennedy compound in the last 
15 minutes hyannis port was a pl is a place that ted kennedy got great strength from it is where he would 
come to celebrate wonderful moments in his life and it was where he would come to recuperate from some of 
the many great tragedies of his life i was speaking to some friends of his this past week who were saying that 
they felt that he came here and he got re-energized reinvigorated particularly when he was sailing on his 
beloved boat the maya and it was when he was out at sea at the helm of that boat that they felt that senator 
kennedy was in his most natural element that there was something about being at the cape and being on the 
sea that was healing for him and it is here where he has spent most time since being diagnosed with that 
malignant brain tumor back in may of 2008. christina all right thank you ann thompson joining us live from 
hyannisport with the latest right now i want to go to 
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right now i want to go to mark whitaker nbc news bureau chief based out of washington d.c mark we have 
heard from so many individuals this morning who expressing their their deepest sadness at the same time 
there's a level of shock even though we knew that this was certainly going to come a year and a half after his 
diagnosis with the malignant tumor brain cancer yet despite all of that it is still very very difficult to recognize 
that he is gone mark i think we're remembering ted kennedy both for his achievements and his life but also 
as the last of that generation of Kennedys who meant so much to us and our in our politics in this country and 
also you know in a way the last of a certain breed of democrat at his level uh the fdr big government 
democrat who thought that the the government could really be a force for good in people's lives after the 
kennedys and after his run in 1980 against jimmy carter the democratic party really moved a little bit more to 
the center with bill clinton barack obama ran more as a post-partisan democrat so i think he's meaningful in 
all of those ways but you know i've been thinking on a personal level i knew him as a journalist and saw him 
and interviewed him over the years but i was friendly since college days with his niece caroline kennedy and 
ted kennedy stepped in after his brother's deaths and really became the father to that entire family and that 
entire clan in the statement that they put out they talked him about him as the irreplaceable center of their of 
their family life and i think on a personal level it was 
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and i think on a personal level it was really remarkable how he did that and how he overcame early in his life 
first questions about whether he was up to the standard of his brothers later the controversy over 
chappaquiddick over the the run against jimmy carter which which divided the democratic party and really 
became in the last chapter of his life such a giant a legislative giant here in washington and someone 
admired on both sides of the aisle and mark i've asked this of brian williams and even david schuster was 
speaking just not too long ago i asked of a personal antidote you know the the the one or two things that you 
think that you will particularly uh hold dear to your heart and remember as you think about all of the years 
that you spend covering him and covering politics if i can dare ask you to narrow it down to one or two what 
would they be well i think uh i remember 1980 and just how despite how controversial his run was against 
jimmy carter taking on an incumbent president how moved people were in that hall when he finally conceded 
and and gave the dream will never die speech but i also think again of his niece caroline kennedy and when 
briefly as will remember she flirted with running for the senate in in new york after hillary clinton accepted the 
offer to become secretary of state and a lot of people were puzzled about why caroline kennedy after 
spending most of her life being so private would all of a sudden be interested in a political career and what i 
heard from people very close to her was it was really all about her uncle who was had had his diagnosis 
realized that he 
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had had his diagnosis realized that he only had a limited time left and loved his niece what wanted to see her 
in paul in political life but also wanted someone who could carry on his legacy and i think what was it were 
not for his urging i'm not sure she even would have considered running for the senate so that shows what a 
powerful influence he had on her and within the family powerful indeed mark whitaker joining us live this 
morning from washington d.c thank you so much mark right now i want to go to kelly o'donnell with a 
biography with some of the some of the the greater moments of senator senator ted kennedy's legacy the 
work goes on the cause endures the hope still lives and the dream shall never die edward kennedy's hopes 
and dreams of becoming president were never realized dashed in large part by a tragic accident and 
resulting scandal that would haunt him for years despite it he became one of the most influential and 
productive legislators of his time a champion of liberal causes even when they were out of fashion his 
reputation spanned the globe i want to announce awarded by her majesty the queen on behalf of the british 
people an honorary knighthood for sir edward kennedy his son or rhode island congressman patrick kennedy 
acknowledged the honor he was a true senator who used that institution to create all sorts of things he cared 
about went across party lines and really was able to make that senate work in the way that it should be 
working the youngest of the four boys whose rich and powerful father was determined that the first catholic 
president be named kennedy edward moore kennedy lived to be the oldest surviving brother in his 20s and 
30s he was in his brother's shadows 
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brother's shadows following them to harvard running his brother john's senate re-election campaign working 
to elect him to the white house and then winning john's senate seat as soon as he was old enough to serve 
when the slain president was buried he walked beside his brother robert when robert was killed in 1968 while 
running for president edward kennedy led the mourners the youngest son was now the patriarch then came 
chappaquiddick he was behind the wheel when his car went off a bridge late at night the young woman in the 
car died kennedy didn't report the accident for nine hours a lapse he called indefensible critics said it raised 
questions about his fitness to be president it was the beginning of the end of his marriage even his future in 
the senate was in doubt i would understand full well why some might think it right for me to resign for me this 
will be a difficult decision to make but massachusetts voters would not forsake a kennedy he remained a 
perennial presidential possibility until he took himself out of the 1988 race i know that this decision means 
that i may never be president but the pursuit of the presidency is not my life public he devoted himself to his 
senate work teaming with republicans to pass legislation on health care civil rights and education in 1994 his 
son patrick was elected to the house extending the dynasty with a rare capitol hill father and son team 
kennedy would marry a second time and became stepfather to young children to the end he was the family 
leader a role that involved more public mourning for his former sister-in-law jacqueline kennedy onassis for 
his nephew john kennedy jr in 2008 he invoked the family name endorsing barack obama likening him to 
another young charismatic first-term senator elected 
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charismatic first-term senator elected president before he was ever born john kennedy later that year came 
stunning news he was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor and underwent surgery but that didn't deter 
him from doing what he could for obama even at the risk of his own health [Music] leaving a hospital bed to 
make another stirring convention speech the work begins anew the hope rises again and the dream lives on 
and on the day barack obama became the 44th president kennedy braved the elements to attend the 
ceremony only to end up in the hospital after suffering a seizure less than four weeks later he was back at 
the capitol to vote for president obama's stimulus package kennedy never fulfilled wnat many saw as his 
family destiny but found fulfillment at the other end of pennsylvania avenue on capitol hill kelly o'donnell nbc 
news [Music] washington good morning everyone i'm alex with 4 a.m here at msnbc world headquarters in 
new york 4am on the east coast 1am out west it is a day that we bring you this news with a very very heavy 
heart though not altogether unexpected we report the passing of the lion lion of the u.s senate senator ted 
kennedy at his home in hyannis massachusetts as we said it was not altogether unexpected he was 
diagnosed on may 20 of last year with a malignant form of brain cancer and he has been battling valiantly 


ever since but it was quite indicative of the state of his health when he was not able to show up for the 
funeral if his much beloved sister eunice kennedy shriver recently right there in the family home area of 
hyannis massachusetts and that is where we find nbc's ann 


00:30:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=1 800s 





that is where we find nbc's ann thompson ann is joining us from there this morning with reflections on the line 
of the senate ted kennedy anna good morning to you good morning the senator passed away late last night 
after a 15-month battle with that malignant brain tumor that you mentioned he was diagnosed in may of 2008 
and in june of that year he had surgery to remove part of that tumor and then he went on to have 
chemotherapy and radiation and he lived far longer with that tumor than the ignition initial initial prognosis 
and his battle with cancer inspired many of his friends here in hyannis port as he kept busy kept active kept 
sailing on his boat the maya here off in nantucket sound when he passed away last night he was surrounded 
by his immediate family they include his wife victoria his children teddy junior junior cara and congressman 
patrick kennedy who represents rhode island and his stepchildren caroline and curran we also understand 
that throughout the evening members of the extended kennedy family came here to gather again at the 
compound it was just two weeks ago that the family was all together to mourn the passing of senator 
kennedy's sister eunice who died at age 88. he was some 11 years her junior he served in the senate 
representing massachusetts since 1962. he is part of this village part of this state and part of this country's 
history and he leaves a large hole in all back to you he absolutely does all right ann thompson thank you very 
much for the live on the scene reporting there in hyannis where that community is certainly grieving the 
passing of senator ted kennedy joining me on the phone right now both n miss nbc's chris matthews msnbc's 


00:32:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=1920s 





both n miss nbc's chris matthews msnbc's keith oldman and good morning to the both of you good morning 
um chris i'll begin with you you you've known the line of the senate yourself for for many years so when you 
think about his passing what first pops to mind what is the greatest loss that this country is facing well i think 
i've i've you know in 1957 his uh his older brother jack kennedy was asked to pick the five greatest senators 
of all times and of course he could only look backward but if he had been able to look forward he would have 
picked his youngest brother on that list i mean the fact is that we've had few great senators in recent history 
and he's the great one i guess you'd have to go back uh to bob taft uh you'd have to go back pretty far uh to 
find somebody of his uh of his importance in the senate and and you begin to accumulate the uh what you 
might call the little things like the fact you can vote at 18. the fact that women have the same treatment as 
men in in college athletics title ix these things accumulate but most importantly he was the senator that you 
went to when you wanted something done he was the one who was willing to fight for it and uh and continue 
to fight for it and of course he never made it with health care and now we know he hasn't made it i guess i 
remember meeting him uh back in 1971 at a political event and this is a long time ago and i was here's a guy 
whose three brothers have died violently um the first one of world war ii and then the other two by 
assassination and yet he was kidding with me about how he had gone out to campaign for his brother jack in 
1960 when he ran the uh the the rocky mountain states like utah and how they'd gone up to somebody's car 
and they were going to borrow the cars he put it and he heard two clicks of a double gauge a double barrel 
shotgun behind him in his back and just a weird story to be telling after 
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just a weird story to be telling after you had the experience that his brothers had had the tragic end they'd 
both had and uh i guess i'm thinking of strange things now but this guy avoided assassination from 1968 to 
2009 he used to take a different route to the senate every day so that he wouldn't be too much in a routine 
he he had to be aware i remember being in a hearing room back in the 70s and watching him sitting up at the 
committee table and watching every single person that came in the back door he had to keep an eye on 
every single person keep a beat on them because of the world he had to live in he never had secret service 
except the time he ran for president so for 40 years he must have been aware of the danger he was in all 


that time and so i guess he beat the assassins bullet in 41 years in a sort of an eerie way um a different 
world i mean i remember uh alan simpson when somebody was making fun of him he said now simpson 
pretty conservative guy and he said you know you'd be drooling on the ground right now if you had gone 
through what this guy had gone through in life and um what he stood up with he wasn't a perfect guy he'd 
done things he shouldn't have done but you put it all together it's something else this guy he fit in with his 
brothers and i guess the greatest thing he can say about ted kennedy is he measured up to his brothers and 
that is certainly saying something and to you now keith olbermann your thoughts on the the passing of 
senator kenny what what do you think his greatest legacy is we're talking about this last hour alex that that 
even without the context the tragic context of the family and what happened to his older brothers as chris 
noted even without that as the context ted kennedy's career and his life to some degree defined that idea of 
of surviving and not just surviving things like a plane crash in 1964 
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things like a plane crash in 1964 or the the the the tragedy and the controversy that ensued chappaquiddick 
in 1969 but surviving a political being dismissed politically after chappaquiddick being uh being dismissed 
from perhaps following that that family goal of the presidency in the in the 70s and yet coming back to to to 
nearly rest the nomination from president carter in 1980 and and having to fight to some degree uh the the 
accusation that he had split the party and led to the the to some degree to the election of ronald reagan that 
year he survived that that and and for the last year and a half the survival has been in the most absolute 
terms known to man wherein he has remained vitally uh involved even if not in the public eye bob schrum not 
20 minutes ago talking about working on a a piece a magazine piece about health care reform the topic of 
the moment the topic that will be influenced by senator ted kennedy even in the hours these hours after his 
death the two of them working on a magazine piece about this less than a month ago a man who had 
already gone through 14 15 months of treatment for for brain cancer a man who bounded onto the steps in 
denver last year at the democratic convention when people were wondering if he could survive the trip from 
hyannis port to denver if the fight would be too much for him if he would have to be hospitalized if he would 
have to be somehow propped up if the if he might fall during the speech and he gave a bravura performance 
and repeated this in in terms of his enthusiasm and energy at the inauguration there is in the ted kennedy 
story by himself even taken away from the context of what happened to his brothers and and all the other 
tragic figures of his family there is this idea of 
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his family there is this idea of of endurance of i don't Know of many current american politicians of whom we 
could have looked at so many false steps as chris said things he shouldn't have done to say nothing of the 
burdens that were put upon him just as a family man essentially he became the the the father figure if not the 
figure for the you know 13 orphaned children of jack and bobby kennedy he he all these things on top of of 
the ordinary elements of his life and the the ups and the downs of his life and yet this is a man who as of as 
of last month was writing that letter to davao patrick uh concerned that uh he needed to throw one last piece 
of political weight one last use of the kennedy name in hopes of finding a replacement for himself this is how 
vitally involved and how how enduringly surviving ted kennedy has been and i think as we see whatever 
impact his passing has in terms of inspiration towards the democrats or perhaps inspiration towards those 
who are even opposed to health care reform his influence american politics will far exceed the the mere 
physical passing from from this life it's it's one of the most extraordinary stories in american history chris why 
is it that you think he did not win the democratic nomination in 1980. i mean here he is a man part of the 
camelot myth part of the the legend really of the kennedy family was was it the fact that he absolutely 
exposed human frailties as well i mean was it just what was it about the american tenor at that time that 
prevented him from claiming the nomination and then going on to run against ronald reagan well he didn't uh 
he really didn't have a rationale at that point except that he felt that he saw his opportunity 


00:40:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=2400s 





his opportunity um i always thought that uh in many ways and everything keith said is absolutely dead on 
and i and i think that he um was probably pushed in his career away from where he naturally would have 
gone if he hadn't had those brothers i think he's a naturally head i'm saying is a naturally gregarious guy who 
had this amazing ability to be um what the poet called the emperor of ice cream i mean he could be in a 
room which was filled with giving up and despair and even death and yet he was the man who was alive and 
the man who people clung to as the feeling and symbol of life having a good time sharing a good time and 
being as i said gregarious and collegial his his brothers were not that way they were more presidential types 
he was much more of a a member of a group who could be the leader of that group in a way that jack 
kennedy never would have been or or joe kennedy perhaps the oldest brother that we know little about him 
as a politician but teddy was the natural uh as a member of a group and i think the senate is where he 
belonged and uh where he ended up i think he really after losing the race against carter i really found it that 
that was where he was going to be the rest of his life you know he didn't go back and try again even though it 
was a Close call as keith said it wasn't like most politicians when they try for something and they don't quite 
make it they go back it back and back again and they finally win it they're good he didn't i don't think had it in 
his heart to be president i think he had it in his heart to be a senator and i think that's what really uh i mean 
as a friend of mine once said we're all good at one thing basically and i think when we try to do something 
else we make a mistake i think ted kennedy is going to go down in history as one of the greatest senators in 
history because that's what he was meant to be and also the second longest sermon behind robert byrd i'm 
joined now on the phone as well by presidential historian michael beschloss also nbc news political 
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also nbc news political uh brother bureau chief in washington mark whitaker but i'll go to you first michael 
what is it about every single democratic presidential candidate having sought the support of ted kennedy in 
their run for the white house what did he bring to their candidacies well you know he was as close to the 
essential dna of the democratic party as you can get for the last half century kennedy said in 1979 when he 
was contemplating that race against jimmy carter that chris was just talking about he said i define liberalism 
in this country it sounds almost grandiose but he was absolutely right and that was very different from those 
two brothers john kennedy started out as a congressman 1947 a moderate conservative fellow robert 
kennedy worked for joseph mccarthy the demagogue republican from wisconsin in the 1950s but ted 
kennedy from the very beginning was very close to what you know the prime the primal force the democratic 
party has been so over this period you know if you wanted to know you know essentially what the poor 
democratic view uh would be on any of these issues you'd probably look at ted kennedy first and my guess is 
that in the years to come people will say exactly that you know what should we do what would teddy have 
done mark whitaker bringing you to the conversation now with regard to our current president barack obama 
it is said that of course he like all the others sought the support and won it this time over hillary clinton when 
running for the presidency but a lot of this reportedly was contingent upon his promise to take ted kennedy's 
passion of trying to provide health care for everyone in this country and put that on the front burner of his 
agenda in his first year in office can you confirm that a conversation like that took place and how that has 
shaped this first year of the obama presidency 
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of the obama presidency first of all i don't think you can minimize the importance of that endorsement by 
tenant kennedy for barack obama it came at a very pivotal moment in the nomination the democratic 
nomination race the clintons were very angry about it i think we know that there were some very heated 
conversations between bill clinton on hillary clinton's behalf and people ted kennedy and people around him 
about that endorsement but clearly he felt that obama represented the sort of camelot hope that he thought 
that his brothers and he and the kennedy family had embodied for so long now we also have to remember on 
the health care front that before that endorsement barack obama healthcare was not as much at the center 
of barack obama's campaign and his agenda as it later became in fact hillary clinton criticized obama for not 
having a more universal plan on health care so i think the fact that health care rose in terms of obama's 
priorities and that he started to talk about universal coverage and some of the things that kennedy had been 


talking about for so long absolutely i think were part and a result of some of those conversations that he and 
kennedy had both before the endorsement and perhaps partly as a condition of the endorsement but then 
afterwards because i think it wasn't just a symbolic thing i think they really did teddy kennedy and his niece 
caroline kennedy became key advisors for the rest of the race keith olbermann certainly the line in the senate 
a liberal leaning senator to say the least nonetheless he understood that in politics no man stands alone no 
philosophy stands alone if you want to get something done talk about his efficacy in reaching 
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talk about his efficacy in reaching across the aisle and working even with conservatives on different 
committees or working to understand you're going to have to compromise to move something forward the uh 
the the information we need about that alex is uh is of recent vintage uh it uh on sunday uh on on talk shows 
including david gregory's meet the press uh senators hatch and senator senator mccain both of them said 
that the the health care debate the the this extraordinary constantly inflating spiraling upwards drama that is 
playing out ironically about the subject of who can get health care and who can't in this country which he 
viewed as a basically as a civil rights issue as much as gender issues racial issues sexual orientation issues 
this was to him this was to him prejudice being defeated uh but the the point about reaching across the aisle 
was that on sunday senators hatch and mccain both said that they thought the whole debate would have 
been different if senator kennedy could have been forcefully involved in the actual horse trading if there was 
to be any horse trading and you wonder almost if they meant well yes we could have gotten some sort of 
deal in which many of the things we wanted were going to be included or if they were in a sense saying you 
know perhaps we would not have gotten anything we wanted perhaps we would have been shamed if you 
will into into doing what ted kennedy with the the affliction that that he had and the experience of a lifetime 
now added to this experience of the last 16 15 months if he had if that presence had simply been if it had 
been physically possible for him to have influenced this debate if perhaps more of the 
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this debate if perhaps more of the moderates and even maybe some of the republicans had been inspired to 
take a different and and less political view of what was going on i i think that's that's all the tribute you need 
and you can cite 100 200 examples and chris would know this backwards and forwards of practical examples 
throughout senator kennedy's career in the in the senate in which he was the bridge between the two parties 
but but here you know here's your senator hatch with the painting of of ted kennedy on his office wall for 15 
years having attended the senator's mother's funeral as senator kennedy attended senator hatch's mother's 
funeral i mean here he was saying this would have been a different thing and i don't wonder exactly what he 
means by that i wonder now if this will all be a different thing because the example of of ted kennedy is 
subtracted from the equation in one sense but but reintroduced to it in another in an entirely inspirational and 
and now as a figure of memory kind of way msnbc's keith olbermann also nbc's mark whitaker bureau chief 
in our washington bureau as well as presidential historian michael bacheloth i'm going to ask you all three to 
remain on the phone with me as we bring in right now from hyannis nbc's anne thompson who has been up 
there really covering the obama vacation which was supposed to be a quiet one they had hoped to get away 
certainly we know that president obama will in addition to having rehired if you will ben bernanke i guess 
furthered his tenure there as fed chief he will now notably no doubt be speaking to the passing of senator 
kennedy but um as we talk about the loss there for the hyannis community it it the kennedy compound and 
everything kennedy really the epicenter of that is in that area where you are right now how much has he 
influenced not only this nation but 
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nation but that entire part of massachusetts well i think that those of us who live here on the cape and i'm 
privileged to be one of those people don't think of the kennedys of the kennedys of boston or brookline 
where his parents rose and joe came from or even the kennedys of massachusetts they are the kennedys of 
hyannis port and the kennedys of cape cod the family compound has been where the family has come to 


celebrate weddings over the years you saw the video of caroline kennedy's wedding at our lady of victory 
church in centerville in 1986 just a few moments ago it's also where they've come together in times of great 
sadness certainly after the death of john f kennedy jr in nan off the waters of mata's vineyard and just more 
recently the passing of eunice kennedy shriver it is here where the kennedys come they gather strength from 
the salt air in the sea it's where they sail and they sail fiercely and they sail competitively and no one was a 
more competitive sailor i am told than the senator himself it was interesting listening to keith i in the past 
week i've been speaking to some of the senators friends here in hyannis port and these are non-political 
friends you would call them politics is certainly not their business but they knew the senator both here in 
hyannis port and in washington and one of them told me that he met more republicans through senator 
kennedy than democrats he would go to senator kennedy's house in washington for dinner and there he 
would meet john warner and he would meet other prominent republicans in the senate and he said that one 
of the things that senator kennedy while he loved the senate what he did not like was that terrible personal 
attack and that personal nature of politics he loved a good political fight as much as anybody 
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fight as much as anybody but he believed in the end the only way to get things done was to bring the two 
sides together and to find compromise and that is one of the hallmarks of his legacy in the senate alex all 
right nbc's anne thompson there live for us in hyannisport thank you so much i'm joined now on the phone 
bringing the conversation from the new york times mark lebo it's mark good morning to you when when you 
think of senator kennedy what what is the opening line or of an article that you'll write other than something 
chronologically speaking and extolling what he's accomplished what is the sentiment that you associate with 
senator ted kennedy well i mean he was a giant in every sense of the word and he um you know even now 
obviously he had been sick for a very very long time and and this day has been anticipated and dreaded by a 
lot of people but it's still a shock i mean he is still so much among the fabric of the living here and and of the 
country so um you know i've had the privilege of having done a few stories about him in this period of his life 
and what's stunning to me uh what has been sort of striking to me is how um you know he's such a lightning 
rod and and you know he's been kind of a boogie man among the you know on the right for so many years 
and yet it's so hard to find someone to say anything bad about him i mean even the most conservative 
republicans the most partisan republicans many of them tend to speak to some personal gesture some kind 
of uh you know poignant kindness that will always stick with them and it's always an amazing thing to sort of 
uh hear that in a town that is so polarized and and you know as as you just said i mean he was was loath to 
engage in a lot of 
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he was was loath to engage in a lot of the the personal attacks that have come to define so much of politics 
today and and yeah you know probably no one was more victimized by by that than him over the years so it 
is somewhat unthinkable even now that he is gone i want to pass along a statement uh obtained by nbc's 
savannah guthrie and it is a statement from president obama i'm going to read it to you in its entirety michelle 
and i were heartbroken to learn this morning of the death of our dear friend senator ted kennedy for five 
decades virtually every major piece of legislation to advance the civil rights health and economic well-being 
of the american people bore his name and resulted from his efforts i valued his wise counsel in the senate 
where regardless of the swirl of events he always had time for a new colleague i cherished his confidence 
and momentous support in my race for the presidency and even as he waged a valiant struggle with a mortal 
illness i've profited as president from his encouragement and wisdom an important chapter in our history has 
come to an end our country has lost a great leader who picked up the torch of his fallen brothers and 
became the greatest united states senator of our time and the kennedy family has lost their patriarch a tower 
of strength and support through good times and bad our hearts and prayers go out to them today to his 
wonderful wife vicky his children ted jr patrick and cara his grandchildren and his extended family and this 
was sent about 2 25 this morning after the president was awakened and notified just after 2 a.m of senator 
kennedy's death mark whitaker in washington give me a sense of the depth of loss there in terms of 


emotionally hot people we will feel i mean certainly legislation may be more difficult to pass through it at 
points because they won't have ted kennedy championing the cause and you know yelling at the top of his 
lungs 
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you know yelling at the top of his lungs if need be to get something out there but emotionally what does this 
man represent in washington i've been reading through the tributes that have been coming in and one of 
them that really struck me was from oren hatch the republican who was either the committee chairman or the 
ranking member going back and forth with kennedy kennedy over the years in what used to be called the 
senate labor committee is now called the health education labor and pensions committee and he talked 
about how he arrived from utah as a young conservative republican ready to do battle with democrats like 
teddy kennedy and that they ended up working together to pass so much important legislation out of that 
committee and also became great friends and i think that there was just uh for all the reasons people have 
been talking about his irrepressible spirit his love of a good joke his collegiality a great fondness for ted 
kennedy but i think he also represented in his style of doing business in the senate really another era where 
on both sides of the aisle people could fight very fiercely for their causes during the day but then after work 
could set that aside and become colleagues and go out for a drink and share a laugh and really a lot of that if 
not all of it has gone away from the politics of capitol hill here in washington senators and legislators go back 
to their districts on the weekend they don't mix i think president obama came in hoping to restore some of 
that bipartisan spirit we see that he has not had a tremendous amount of success with that we'll see whether 
he will whether perhaps that era is gone forever but if anybody represented that spirit of reaching across the 
aisle of personal relationships even in the 
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of personal relationships even in the midst of ideological battle it was ted kennedy i want to recap for anyone 
who may be just joining us we're approaching the bottom of the hour here at msnbc world headquarters i'm 
alex with it's almost 4 30 in the morning east coast time 1 30 a.m and we regrettably talk about the passing of 
senator ted kennedy not unexpected certainly as he'd been battling a malignant brain cancer for the last 15 
months since being told of his diagnosis on may 20th of last year of course it was indicative the poor state of 
his health when he was not able to attend the funeral of his much beloved older sister eunice kennedy 
shriver some two weeks ago right there in neighboring hyannis as we bring in into the conversation again 
msnbc's keith olbermann keith i want to talk about what's going on in terms of present tense it is healthcare 
healthcare healthcare care is all that which is raging on capitol hill and across town halls in this country and it 
is something that is at the forefront of the obama presidency right now to what extent do you attribute that to 
the influence of senator ted kennedy and where does this conversation go without him it's it's a central 
question and i think anybody who has an answer at this hour is is speculating and perhaps informatively so 
but still speculating it's fascinating to ask will his absence clearly led to a lack of clarity i think because this 
was so obvious to him such an urgent need and as i suggested before an urgent need in the sense that that 
equality between genders and everything from title ix to equal pay in the office equality for sexual orientation 
equality for race and and ethnic groups all these things that he has been a champion of since 1962 and 
remember just for context america 1962 as opposed to america 2009 
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america 1962 as opposed to america 2009 and how much has been achieved that anybody of any political 
stripe can take pride in in this country if you think of it in those terms and you think of of where this stands 
now it was absolutely clear to him what he wanted it does not seem as if it has been utterly clear to president 
obama that the details of what he wants perhaps that will be clarified for him perhaps that will be he will be 
inspired to that perhaps those democrats who have not been fully invested in this will become so and then 
again perhaps they will find that without the conscience that ted kennedy represented perhaps there will be 
no kind of inspiration and perhaps the the uh the the lacking of a ted kennedy in this equation that oran hatch 


and john mccain mentioned the other day uh will continue merely to be a void and a whole but but but it is 
again a testament to senator kennedy's efforts to always use his position to advance what he believed in to 
work hard and to do the the the the clerical work that was involved in it we've heard discussion of the of the 
the myriad of low profile committees in which he served over the years so that he could get his hands on 
legislation and get things done the last public statement attributed to him will have been that letter to 
governor davao patrick of massachusetts essentially urging pleading cajoling lending that last ounce of the 
political strength that he had with him towards somehow suspending or overtaking that rule in massachusetts 
that requires a special election and no temporary appointment of an interim senator at this critical time for 
that of all states during this of all debates this was the 
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during this of all debates this was the last thing that he did politically and when the letter was composed 
obviously much earlier than it was released last week but nonetheless that was his that was his finish line 
and it was an active forward thinking he was so detail-oriented in this regard and so concerned with what 
would happen to this debate that he wrote a letter with this last bit of political strength if not physical strength 
he wrote a letter trying to arrange for the facilitation and the the immediacy of finding a replacement for 
himself and there is there is an old an old line that my mother used to use my late mother used to use about 
parenting which is the attempt to make oneself obsolete and as as a final act here's senator kennedy trying 
to help get his replacement in office quicker trying to address the the fact of his own mortality and that that 
senate seat would very soon be be open so that the the impact uh is not is whatever the impact is we can 
say this with certainty it did not end because the senator's life ended this evening now keith i'm curious about 
this particular [Music] attempt to try and get someone appointed in his place because it is my understanding 
that the massachusetts states legislator legislature which is on on recess at this point they will come back in 
september but at this point there will have to be a massachusetts governor deval patrick will have to put forth 
a special election to be held within about a five-day period in january do you know what the likelihood is that 
senator kennedy's wishes will be adhered to and that deval patrick will be able to put in place some sort of 
an amendment in the in the legislature that allows him to appoint someone in senator kennedy stead well all 
that um all that i have heard from from analysis 
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all that i have heard from from analysis from from my massachusetts friends and contacts has been that the 
the likelihood of this is very small and it was very small last week and it was very small last month and 
presumably it would be very small today i think again and this is this is testament to the idea of using politics 
to advance causes it was never away from from his mind that he thought perhaps if there was one small 
chance if the chance was one in a thousand that this could be arranged i think he thought that if this letter 
were to be released at at a critical time late in his life uh and now we see the context of just how his life it 
was that he might be able to increase that chance to two in a thousand and then he would have done his last 
part in this um what what do legislatures do what do city councils do um we've seen in here in new york we 
saw the the the twice passed term limits for the uh for the city council and the mayor to the mayor's term limit 
of two terms each overridden by city council even though those were actually referenda on this on the on the 
ballot those were voters votes not uh not politicians votes we've seen that overturned so you know as as 
records are made to be broken in sports rules are made to be broken in politics and and presumably 
anything is possible whether or not practically speaking that is i guess that's now in governor patrick's uh 
baileywick as we continue to pay tribute to senator ted kennedy we are not alone in duty doing so world 
leaders are doing that as well i want to read a couple of comments in first a statement from british prime 
minister gordon brown who says that even facing illness and death he never stopped fighting for the causes 
which were his life's worth also former british prime minister tony blair called kennedy quote a true public 
servant committed to the values of fairness justice and opportunity it should be noted that britain gave 
kennedy an honorary knighthood just earlier this year in addition in australia prime minister 
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in addition in australia prime minister kevin rudd says kennedy made an extraordinary contribution to 
american politics an extraordinary contribution to america's role in the world let's bring into the conversation 
nbc's norah o'donnell who joins us by phone from washington and nora with a good morning to you talk 
about the legacy as you see it what are the greatest things in your mind in terms of senator ted kennedy the 
senator and and his influence on washington politics well as you know alex i mean uh he is the second 
longest serving senator nearly half a century on capitol hill i mean there was really no better legislator no 
more influential legislator his name is on every major piece of legislation that has changed this country and 
working with republicans to do that and i think that's one of the things about his legacy while he was known 
as the liberal lion while he was often demagogued as a huge liberal in the senate he there was no democrat 
who had more republican friends up on capitol hill um i think it's noteworthy to point out that this weekend 
you know senators orrin hatch and senators john mccain two republicans both pointed out that the current 
health care debate would be different if ted kennedy were able to be at work and with his colleagues in trying 
to work out a deal and that is certainly significant i mean orrin hatch was his best republican friend in the 
senate they worked on s-chip which provided health insurance to children across this country the american 
disabilities act i mean these are all pieces of legislation that we all know about despite the thousands of 
pieces of legislation that are passed big pieces of legislation he worked with members of the republican party 
and on just a personal note too when i covered capitol hill things you pick up you know one one anecdote 
senator gordon smith a republican from oregon his son committed suicide the first phone call he received 
was from a democrat ted kennedy he was the kind of person that reached 
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he was the kind of person that reached out whether it was phone calls not only to senate colleagues but 
other politicians people whoever they were first person to call when someone died in your family first person 
to write a letter he was very unique in that way and i think that's part why he was so influential and why does 
all that matter well it matters because on this first big piece of legislation that president barack obama 
someone he endorsed over hillary clinton is trying to get through the senate something that ted kennedy 
called the cause of my lifetime universal health care coverage that that president obama's efforts to get that 
done have been hampered by the fact that senator kennedy has been dying of brain cancer and i think that 
certainly is very significant i mean in this current debate i don't think there's any other democrat in this town 
who could go over to the liberals in the house of representatives and say look we're not going to get exactly 
what we want we're not going to maybe get this public option they've been pushing for but we can get 80 
percent and i can try and cut this deal someone that could cross not only party lines but cross across 
chambers and go from the senate to the house and try and work out a deal and that's uh significant in this 
current uh debate that that the president has has lost that those who are supporters of a change in health 
care reform a public option universal coverage that that's not going to happen and neurodona even better 
than on the phone joining me from the studio which is great for us before i get to presidential historian 
michael beschloss um you know nora i'm just going to ask you since you're in the unique position of 
commenting on this his irish nest what did that have to do with uh the largest of senator ted kennedy and and 
his personality and the way he made his way through even the most difficult times when working in the 
senate well no doubt i mean they're in ireland they're certainly mourning uh his death catholics of course 
because it was his father who said he wants the first catholic president uh to be a kennedy and of course it 
wasn't joseph kennedy the first son kennedy's 
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joseph kennedy the first son Kennedy's son who died it was john f kennedy and then of course he was 
assassinated and then robert kennedy the third son was assassinated then in 1968 and then of course ted 
kennedy the youngest of the four sons of the kennedy family the youngest of nine children isn't that 
remarkable nine children that rose kennedy had and he was the youngest of all of them so it's a passing also 
too of the kennedy legacy who of course are um well-known catholics in this country respected catholics as 
well as um as a symbol of sort of the irish diaspora and heritage and certainly in pride in this country and i 
think it's also significant it's a passing of uh you know when i first came to capitol hill and started reporting on 


capitol hill one of the first stories i did was on patrick kennedy who of course is senator ted kennedy's son 
who serves in the house of representatives from the state of rhode island at that time was a rising star was 
leading up the democrats campaign congressional committee was thought to be this next torch bearer for the 
kennedy legacy and patrick kennedy has of course had his struggles with addiction that he has talked openly 
about but there is in many ways um a lot of talk in politics about what's next for the kennedy legacy the next 
standard bearers i mean that's why the caroline kennedy story of course was such a huge story about 
perhaps her taking that seat in the new york senate seat and then when that didn't come to be because there 
is now after remember that ted kennedy took his brother's senate seat so now after 50 years there's not a 
kennedy in the united states uh senate and that is certainly significant yeah presidential historian michael 
beschloss talk about kennedy the family man here he was the adopted father of robert f Kennedy's 13 
children of uh of the the 11 children and the two children from from jfk in addition to his own three i mean this 
is aman who truly defined the word patriarch 
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truly defined the word patriarch talk about that he did well if you walked into fact if you walk into ted 
kennedy's senate office today there is on the wall a frame and inside the frame is a letter from john kennedy 
who was a young man who was 15 years old who was away at boarding school writing to his mother and 
father can i be godfather to the baby and the baby was ted kennedy and indeed he became his godfather 
and what finally happened of course was when the older brothers died joe and jack and bobby ted was left 
as a patriarch and you can talk to anyone of that generation of kennedys they think of him as a father that the 
loss that we've seen last night is going to probably be greatest for them because especially after robert 
kennedy's assassination in 1968 he felt that those were all his children so aside from all the efforts in the 
senate we've been talking about tonight in national politics this is a guy who took his role as patriarch and 
substitute father for all those kids extremely seriously but it was not an easy job with with so many children 
and and his own child as nora was pointing out having been afflicted with the addiction to alcohol previously 
another of ethel and robert's children dying of a drug overdose and just a multitude of problems over the 
years of course comes to mind also michael kennedy smith's situation when he was accused of rape and 
then acquitted in florida you know he was right there that was his nephew of course he his parents were alive 
and supporting him no doubt but you know it was something that was not an easy thing how did he balance 
the role as patriarch to so many with working full-time in the senate a lot of it came to his from his father in 
1961 when john kennedy is president was about to meet nikita khrushchev in vienna he was at hyannis port 
having a meeting with some of his foreign policy advisors and his father 
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foreign policy advisors and his father joe kennedy was there and caroline kennedy who at that point was 
almost four years old was crying and joe kennedy felt that jack was ignoring her and joe kennedy interrupted 
the meeting and said jack anything you do as president is not going to be as important in your life as raising 
your child that's where it all came from i'm joined right now on the phone by former nebraska senator bob 
carey uh good morning to you sir good morning talk about your experiences on what level did you work hand 
in hand with senator ted kennedy and and how did that influence your dealings well i mean i arrived in the 
senate in 89 in the first major political event that i attended as a democrat i was a republican through 1978 of 
the business it was 1980 when ted kennedy came to nebraska and delivered a speech to the jefferson 
jackson day dinner there i'm in 89 when i when i went there i as a senator from nebraska hoping to survive i 
was afraid to have my photograph taken with he was you know he's sort of the most liberal member of the 
senate that i came over time to you know to see him as a as a as a great friend and an ally in a number of 
ways but most importantly the best legislator that the congress had and why why is that what made him the 
best legislator because you're not alone in echoing those sentiments this morning well he did the work uh 
you know competency is really an underrated value these days with you know you could flash your way 
under the public's mind and without much difficulty it seems to me and you know the guy that just learns how 


to write laws and develops their relationships and you know every i mean you know told me after the 92 
election he said you know the most important thing the most important work that's going to get done around 
here is between the time 


01:16:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=4561s 





done around here is between the time that the election occurs the new president gets sworn in so he would 
stay in washington spent a lot of time there working to get people that he knew in the new administration so 
he could have an impact on policy in that new administration he just did the work and he hadn't he had an 
attitude that um you know said you know you're not if you and i on the opposite side of the issue that's it's not 
permanent we can argue and i'll still be your friend so he was friends with strom thurmond and orrin hatch 
and and did the same thing in the house he reached across and said nope there's no permanent enemy here 
so he was remarkable just from the standpoint of the competency to get things done and most importantly in 
this area he didn't he didn't let personal tragedy push him off the playing field i mean he was almost killed 
after final passage of the 64 civil rights act he was an important part of that legislation plane crash he almost 
killed after chappaquiddick after uh his brother's death i mean there's a number of moments when you you 
could have expected the press conference to occur in his announcement that he was going to go back in a 
private life and he never did it he stayed with it and he just got better and better and better at what he did you 
know on a personal note when he walked into the room was there that sense you know people and i'm sure 
yourself included you walk in some place and it's there's just sort of a largest there's there's a power there 
can be the history everything behind him were people aware of that when working with him in a committee 
when he walked into the room was there a sense of something extraordinary embodied in ted kennedy for all 
that he represented well i mean first of all when teddy walked in the room there was a large s that depends in 
his later years i mean yeah there's there's there's when he would speak on the senate floor even if he was 
speaking out in opposition something you believe you heard a timber of a voice that was special that 
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timber of a voice that was special that was larger and likewise when it came into a room if if if if he wanted to 
reach an agreement help people reach an agreement he would he could he could do it people knew that at 
any point he could he could change the game but it was his attitude he had a sense of humor he was he was 
a great storyteller uh he enjoyed his work he loved what he was doing and and you can get inside these 
moments in the in the senate in the congress where you've been up all night it's week after week you've hit 
setback after setback you're feeling lousy you've had an editorial written against you calling you a and um 
and teddy comes in and and makes people feel good again that it's worthwhile that it's worth doing all right 
former nebraska senator bob carey i want to thank you very much for joining the conversation reflecting on 
the passing of senator ted kennedy janice page joins me now she is an editor at the boston globe and also 
the author of scenes of an epic life and i want to thank you for joining us as you bring us your thoughts about 
uh senator kennedy when you you write a book like that you cover them with the boston globe certainly 
you've got to have a wealth of files and and details pictures archives all of that with regard to senator 
kennedy what stands out most for you uh first of all i was the the editor so i'm just sort of the steward of all 
this information because the globe has covered him for so long and um and we do have so many 
photographs and and text archives on him and you know what stands out is that this is a man whose story is 
shakespearean in in nature and and arc and uh it's just an amazing story of someone who was born to so 
much and with so many expectations and then went through so many twists and turns on the road to getting 
to where he he was and becoming one of the greatest senators 
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greatest senators of all time and there were so many points along the way in which people really were ready 
to write him off um personally professionally everything and yet uh you know we stand there today and and 
look back on his legacy and see how rich it was and you know one of the most amazing parts of it is that 
though he had two incredibly famous brothers whose lives touched everyone and who's and he had a family 


who you know whose stature is unbelievably large in american history he he was he was by all accounts one 
of he achieved you know as much or more than his brothers because he had a long life a much longer life 
than they did and in some ways he even molded their image after their death and had a real hand in how we 
remember them janice the photos in particular what are the photos that come to mind for you what are the 
photos that the boston globe will be wanting to uh grace its pages with you know there are so many i mean 
thousands upon thousands and so many that um that people across the world know there are the 
photographs of um the aftermath of uh bobby's assassination there are photographs of the funeral of jfk there 
are photographs of chappaquiddick and and um and all the moments it's head running for the presidency but 
honestly the ones that that really struck me as we were going through and and picking the ones that we 
wanted to include in the book are the ones that are so personal that the globe was there for um you know 
when he was uh shaking hands in the italian section of boston the north end and the ladies were out there 
you know leaning out their windows and curlers to shake his hand when he was at a st patrick's day 
breakfast which is an annual tradition here and 


01:22:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=4921s 





which is an annual tradition here and you know they roast the politicians when he was walking out inside the 
kennedy compound with his mother rose and his son ted jr with his artificial leg now all of those moments are 
things that the globe got because it was there so you know for so many of the moments when other 
photographers and reporters weren't well janice page we thank you for being here for us here on msnbc as 
we reflect on the passing senator ted kennedy there from the boston globe thank you janice and uh i want to 
bring in again keith olbermann uh of course who needs no introduction to our msnbc viewers in addition to 
mark whitaker our washington bureau chief with nbc news and both of you final thoughts for this hour on uh 
the passing of senator kennedy to you first keith i'd go a little further than what was just said about about 
senator kennedy in relationship to his brothers we think of of bobby and and jack president kennedy and and 
senator kennedy in terms of uh almost mythology now and and obviously the assassinations of each are 
central to the mythology the legend if you will practically speaking i don't know that there is any competition 
and i had this this conversation with chris matthews during the democratic convention last year in denver 
there's no question that of all the kennedys including the patriarch the original patriarch joseph kennedy the 
one who had the most influence was ted kennedy through longevity through influence through grunt work 
you heard what bob carrey said about the doing the the blue collar work of writing the laws he's his effect on 
this country will be centuries to come in felt in influence all right uh msnbc's keith oldman thank you for 
joining us throughout this hour keith i know you're going to have a lot more on countdown we hope to speak 
with you again uh before our coverage is through in these early morning hours keith thank you and now to 
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you and now to nbc's kelly o'donnell with this report the work goes on the cause endures the hope still lives 
and the dream shall never die edward kennedy's hopes and dreams of becoming president were never 
realized dashed in large part by a tragic accident and resulting scandal that would haunt him for years 
despite it he became one of the most influential and productive legislators of his time a champion of liberal 
causes even when they were out of fashion his reputation spanned the globe i want to announce awarded by 
her majesty the queen on behalf of the british people an honorary knighthood for sir edward kennedy the son 
or rhode island congressman patrick kennedy acknowledged the honor he was a true senator who used that 
institution to create all sorts of things he cared about went across party lines and really was able to make that 
senate work in the way that it should be working the youngest of the four boys whose rich and powerful 
father was determined that the first catholic president be named kennedy edward moore kennedy lived to be 
the oldest surviving brother in his 20s and 30s he was in his brother's shadows following them to harvard 
running his brother john's senate re-election campaign working to elect him to the white house and then 
winning john's senate's seat as soon as he was old enough to serve when the slain president was buried he 
walked beside his brother robert when robert was killed in 1968 while running for president edward kennedy 


led the mourners the youngest son was now the patriarch then came chappaquiddick he was behind the 
wheel when his car went off a bridge late at night the young woman in the car died kennedy didn't report the 
accident for nine hours a lapse he called indefensible critics 
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a lapse he called indefensible critics said it raised questions about his fitness to be president it was the 
beginning of the end of his marriage even his future in the senate was in doubt i would understand full well 
why some might think it right for me to resign for me this will be a difficult decision to make but 
massachusetts voters would not forsake a kennedy he remained a perennial presidential possibility until he 
took himself out of the 1988 race i know that this decision means that i may never be president but the 
pursuit of the presidency is not my life public services he devoted himself to his senate work teaming with 
republicans to pass legislation on health care civil rights and education in 1994 his son patrick was elected to 
the house extending the dynasty with a rare capitol hill father and son team kennedy would marry a second 
time and became stepfather to young children to the end he was the family leader a role that involved more 
public mourning for his former sister-in-law jacqueline kennedy onassis for his nephew john kennedy jr in 
2008 he invoked the family name endorsing barack obama likening him to another young charismatic first- 
term senator elected president before he was ever born john kennedy later that year came stunning news he 
was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor and underwent surgery but that didn't deter him from doing what 
he could for obama even at the risk of his own health leaving a hospital bed to make another stirring 
convention speech the work begins anew the hope rises again and the dream lives on and on the day barack 
obama became the 44th president kennedy braved the elements to attend 
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kennedy braved the elements to attend the ceremony only to end up in the hospital after suffering a seizure 
less than four weeks later he was back at the capitol to vote for president obama's stimulus package 
kennedy never fulfilled what many saw as his family destiny but found fulfillment at the other end of 
pennsylvania avenue on capitol hill kelly o'donnell nbc news [Applause] washington [Music] welcome to 
morning joe a special edition of morning joe this morning sad news out of massachusetts ted kennedy has 
passed away and savannah guthrie you've actually spoken with the white house and what have they told you 
the president was notified just after two o'clock this morning woken up told about senator kennedy's passing 
and he spoke with mrs kennedy about 225. we expect him to make a statement on camera a little later this 
morning he's vacationing on martha's vineyard as you know he also gave something of a long statement that 
we can read a little bit of it he said that michelle and i were heartbroken to learn this morning of the death of 
our dear friend senator ted kennedy for five decades virtually every major piece of legislation to advance the 
civil rights health and economic well-being of the american people for his name and resulted from his efforts 
he said i valued his wise counsel in the senate where regardless of the swirl of events he always had time for 
a new colleague i cherished his confidence and momentous support in my race for the presidency even as 
he goes on but in any event obviously the president has been paying attention and watching this and was 
sad to learn the president's passing mike barnicle sitting next to me we also of course we have chris 
matthews here with us and 
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we have chris matthews here with us and willie guy stan thompson's in hyannisport mike you have been 
visiting ted kennedy obviously you've been friends with him for a very long time but have been visiting him 
over the past several months and what are your thoughts this morning well it will seem very strange indeed 
not to have ted kennedy in our lives both on a political basis and and and for those who saw him most often 
around his home on the cape on a uh on the basis of friendship i mean he was literally a larger than life 
figure whose life encompassed a range of emotions from greek tragedy to soap opera to [Music] irish family 
dinners the scope of his life is the scope of much of the history of the 20th century and chris matthews at the 
bottom of all of that because we hear about the tragedy so often and we hear about so many other things the 


ground noise when you strip it all away politically ted kennedy will be remembered as the most successful 
senator in the history of this republic legislatively whether you like him or not this is a man who passed more 
significant legislation than any other senator well i i love this story that in 1957 his oldest brother or one of his 
brothers actually not his oldest brother's his second oldest jack kennedy was asked to pick the greatest 
senators in history and of course if you go to the u.s senate right now and you go into the reception room you 
see their faces on the wall lafollette and taft and webster clay and calhoun he was only able to look backward 
but if he'd been able to look forward he would have picked his youngest brother and that's the truth and i 
think that if you talk to uh aren hatch or alan simpson or any of the really major conservative senators who've 
served with him they'd say the same thing and there are things like you could call the little things like leading 
the fight for the 18 year old vote the 26th amendment back in 71. 
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vote the 26th amendment back in 71. little things like title nine so the young women can have the same 
break in athletics as young men these are the little things you're going to stare you're going to hear the days 
ahead how many things there were like that you guys grew up obviously with ted kennedy in your 
neighborhood so to speak in your backyard the thing that was most fascinating to me when i came to 
washington was the fact that of course as a conservative you ran against ted kennedy yeah and he ran away 
yeah exactly he ran against you i'm gonna stop ted kennedy but then you come up to washington you start 
talking to the conservatives in the trent lots the oren hatches and they tell you god that ted kennedy what a 
great guy you're gonna i go no don't no they say no he he is a great guy you're gonna love him and uh i 
found out when i left congress when a lot of my so-called friends my republican friends people that i had 
worked with and helped so long i left town not a word ted kennedy knew that my son had diabetes nice long 
note gave me a picture of bobby framed and signed and said bobby would have loved you would have been 
a good friend it's still up on my wall um that's great yeah but that's that is from what i've heard about ted 
kennedy when everybody else and everybody else just forget you he's out of here forget it ted kennedy has 
that touch and i hear mike he did it with everybody he did do it with everybody chris mentioned just two 
members of the senate who served with the mauren hatch and allen simpson alan simpson loved ted 
kennedy allen simpson was as conservative as you can get still is and yet he would tell many similar stories 
on legislation whatever was going on they found a way to join together on a personal basis that was apart 
from politics that's that's who he was and he did it he did it throughout his life the thing that struck me in 
thinking about the senator in just 
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in thinking about the senator in just these past few hours is how much he was caught up in the inequity of the 
wars in iraq and afghanistan given the fact that so few served and so few families are affected and he really 
became involved in trying to help families uh with with sons or daughters overseas in these past yeah he 
would uh with these stories i mean he was in many ways the beneficiary of his failure because he got in 
trouble with harvard for the cheating thing with the spanish test and he ends up serving in the military as an 
enlisted guy that was good for him because he got to realize what it was like to be one of the the grunts you 
know the great story about him and uh dave nyan when you know that story that dave knight do you want 
somebody to help take your spanish exam or something and teddy says yeah i get somebody to do it for you 
i mean he was harassable about his failings i mean he didn't he didn't deny the fact that you got into trouble 
as a kid that way but again how how ironic when you should be laughing at this point but no i think uh i i mike 
would uh he not want chris to be laughing instead of crying actually he would he would he would because he 
he had that sense of irony about himself uh that sense of regret about some of the things that had happened 
during his life but he he never failed to see the irony in life and to talk about it especially when it involved 
himself some bill delahunt was telling me a terrific story your friend bill delahunt congressman delahunt from 
massachusetts by the way delahine was also a guy when i first got there he goes you got to come up and 
see the old man you'd love him yeah you love him he's great and everybody that knew ted kennedy said the 
same thing worked with him who rooms with senator charles schumer chuck schumer from new york in 
washington when schumer first went to the senate he 
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when schumer first went to the senate he was there about two or three days and delahunt tells the story 
about ted kennedy going up to him on the floor of the senate so listen one of the ways to get along here is to 
really pay attention to and take care of senator byrd the senior democrats at the bird of west virginia and he 
said he's a terrific guy forget what you've read he's a terrific guy and today is his dog's birthday and he likes 
to be remembered he'd like to have his dog remembered and senator schumer said what's the dog's name 
and teddy said fido that's original and senator yeah and senator schumer it went right over his head and yet 
he went up on the floor to senator burton said i understand today is your dog that's the joke yes welcome to 
this senate yeah willie uh what what do you have for we've got the uh kennedy family statement uh overnight 
as they announce the death of ted kennedy calling him the irreplaceable center of our family with the family 
up in hyannisport right now nbc's ann thompson joins us good morning to you ann good morning willie you 
know as i was listening to your conversation there i spoke to senator john tunney earlier this week who was 
senator kennedy's roommate at university of virginia law school and they serve together in the senate and 
they are godfather to each other's sons and he is saying this is the kind of person ted kennedy is he said 
when my son was hospitalized in los angeles i called ted to tell him about it and he he counseled me and he 
gave me some advice and we hung up the phone and he said then he flew to los angeles and he gets to the 
hospital and who's there to greet him but ted kennedy that's the kind of person ted kennedy was and i've 
heard those stories over and over again this week here in hyannisport as i have talked to some of his friends 
here who would say that when trouble came to 
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who would say that when trouble came to you ted kennedy was there to help ted kennedy passed away late 
last night he was surrounded by his immediate family we're told his wife vicki his three children teddy junior 
cara and congressman patrick kennedy from rhode island and his step children caroline and curran the 
police have set up barricades here to keep a group of media that have gathered throughout the night we 
have seen cars come and go into the kennedy compound but so far we have seen no members of the 
kennedy family we understand that the extended family started gathering early last evening as the senator's 
health declined fairly precipitously but again here in hyannisport as you can imagine where senator kennedy 
came to celebrate everything from jfk's election back in 1960 to the death of his sister eunice just two weeks 
ago in hyannis port he will be greatly greatly missed nbc's ann thompson will be checking back with you 
throughout the morning thanks so much let's go and she's live at the kennedy compound let's go to 
washington right now and talk to pat buchanan you know pat it's so ironic to me that ted kennedy was always 
seen outside of washington as one of the most partisan figures one of the most liberal figures well actually a 
lot like you uh and i'm serious on the other side and when people met ted kennedy they loved him just like 
you um well a few people hate you buchanan but you know what are you gonna do well you know i'm joking 
but but the thing is really quickly one more quick story he had done all these nice things when i left congress 
in 2001 in 2004 he had said some things on the floor about our soldiers after abu ghraib and i thought he 
went over the top and i had this i just i said some very uh i was very angry and 
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i said some very uh i was very angry and said some very angry things about him and of course the next 
morning i'm in i'm underneath the senate office buildings where the the subways go and who you know the 
cars leave and who's there alone but ted kennedy mean i'm like my god my god and i and i'm just sitting 
there shuffling my feeling i was like hey senator and he came up and he put his arm around me uh pat and 
he said um hey scarborough he said uh he said what it's what's it like being stuck here standing by the one 
kennedy that you don't like or something like that and he winked and sort of patted me on the back and uh 
but again he understood it's what's ironic is that he was seen as partisan for people outside of washington dc 
but the truth of the matter was that he didn't hate he wasn't an angry man he in fact he but he was partisan 
he was partisan we're talking about this all day okay he was partisan but he didn't hate he understood it was 
it was washington that people came there with different opinions they believed strongly about him and he 


didn't hold it against him personally well joe you're exactly right you know when he had the irish prime 
minister over to his house which is not his house over here in virginia which is not far from mine he invited 
me and my wife over and it was about i would say 99 democrats and shelly and me sitting there he put me 
down this table with culver and dodd and these guys who started beating up on me immediately and teddy 
moved around all the tables and he came over to ours and he looked at me and he just started laughing and 
moved on he was a very gracious guy and a gracious host are you having a nice time pat you know and he's 
a gracious guy and i remember one thing i was down on television downtown at 450 or down there 400 north 
cap and he was leaving and i said hi to him and he came back and he said pat 


01:42:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=8-Roxe5qPso&t=6120s 





and he came back and he said pat he mentioned a mutual friend of ours he said so and so is really down in 
the dumps and he's a big fan of yours pat give him a call and talk to him a little bit because he's really down 
he's had some bad breaks and things he was a very very thoughtful man about other people and you know 
barnacle and i are pretty much of an age but i thought this morning this is 50 years just about since jack 
kennedy headed for the wisconsin primary and and we really started off the kennedy era and this really 
closes the whole kennedy era these folks have been part of the furniture of our minds for 50 years we've 
followed as mike says the soap operas the heroics the greatness the tragedy all the rest of it so it really is a 
real ending here i think and uh with the last of the kennedys uh now gone yeah it's so true talk about that 
guys uh this really is uh you hear it said all the time but this time it is the end it is the end of an era an 
extraordinary era uh in your lives and our lives in everybody's lives well i first i'm not from massachusetts i 
did go to school up there but i first heard of jack kennedy for the first time in my life in 1956 when he ran for 
the vice presidency and i was there i always root for the most familiar name and i'm in the car rooting for key 
fob who's this guy kennedy i've never heard of this guy and then of course he saw maybe log about his 
heroics as pt vote commander and uh and from then on it was all kennedy this is like 56 so from 56 to 2009 
this family has been out there and uh ted kennedy living to 77 boy did he outlive his brothers and what did 
this story i mean all his other brothers died as young men and they died violently and and talk about that 
mike and it doesn't obviously start with jfk the tragedy in his life began at such an early age with his brother 
joe he was given teddy 
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with his brother joe he was given teddy kennedy was given the extraordinary gift of length of life and he was 
given the extraordinary gift of being aware that his life was coming to an end rather than some violent 
gunshot taking him in a single second it strikes me listening to chris and listening to pat listening to everyone 
this morning a few weeks ago a couple months ago i was talking to him about his brothers and and i had 
asked him this before for a piece on the today show that when he was out on the ocean on his beloved boat 
the maya uh did he ever see his brothers when he was out there by himself and he had answered then a 
couple of years ago yes right away i see them all the time and a few weeks ago i was sitting on the front 
porch with him a couple months ago of his home in hyannis port and we talked about his brothers again and 
he pointed out beyond the lawn to where joe who was killed in august of 1944 over the english channel 
taught him to swim and he talked about the house behind him as we sat on the porch and about how he 
remembered vividly the day they came and knocked on the door to tell the family that joe had been lost in 
world war ii you remember that his mother was in the kitchen and his father was upstairs and he clearly in 
the last months of his life all of this was coming back to him and i think he viewed the idea that that he had 
this extended period to contemplate it and he wasn't taken in a single gunshot like his brothers were as a gift 
and and he handled it remarkably well but how did he handle his life uh the way he did and not not be 
completely torn under by bitterness we could talk about his brothers his sisters the tragedy of his family 
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tragedy of his family it was it was so horrific and and it was almost if as if the gods were piling on i remember 
again as somebody that didn't grow up with the kennedys like you guys did but i read and was was a fan for 
many reasons but i remember when john jr died and i just at that point i just i i remember walking away from i 
did not watch tv for a week when john jr died didn't watch tv for a week i delivered for the first time i mean i'd 
never done this it wasn't congress i didn't read newspapers and my wife asked me why it's too much it is this 
is this is too much i i just can't do it so this is the pain that you feel for this family when when does it end and 
yet ted kennedy somehow took that tragedy like every tragedy and kept going forward again without the 
bitterness that you would expect yeah that was 10 years ago this past summer john f kennedy jr died ina 
plane crash alongside martha's vineyard you know joe i think it i think it helped him as a human being as 
difficult as that might sound to comprehend but the idea that he knew life was so fleeting and and life could 
bring such frailty and and such sadness it made him a stronger individual and it helped him i think relate to 
others there's a guy brian hart he lives in bedford massachusetts he grew up in texas worked in texas 
conservative republican moved to massachusetts about 12 years ago had his son john hart killed in iraq in 
october of 2003. and he tells the story having never met ted kennedy at the burial of his only boy at arlington 
national cemetery in a cold grizzly gray november morning in 2003 turning from his son's gravesite 
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in 2003 turning from his son's gravesite and seen ted kennedy there standing behind him and spoke to him 
for the first time there at his son's gravesite and spoke to him about brian hart the father's bitterness over the 
fact that the son had been killed in an unarmored humvee and had been sent to war without the proper 
equipment and he tells the story that six weeks later senator edward moore kennedy of massachusetts held 
the first hearing on the need for for armored humvees and better equipment that's that's you should still be a 
columnist i mean that that is a great that is what is life in 1946 when the entire family was all around jack 
because jack was on his way to winning the democratic nomination for congress the first time the polls 
showing way ahead of mike neville he's going to win the whole family's talking jack jack jack 14 year old ted 
kennedy stood up at a family event there's only one other person in that room mark dalton who was running 
the campaign he told me about it and little 14 year old teddy when it came turned for him to offer a toast 
stood up and said i want to offer a drink to the brother who's not here your point he remembered in the midst 
of all this celebration for jack joe jr he's the kid so i think you know the child is the father of the man and with 
all his faults and we all have them ted kennedy was ted kennedy at 14. the one looking after the other guy i 
remember being at the opening of the tip o'neill library 93 the one going north the one that didn't have the 
problems the one going north up there the big dig and teddy's there in the first row with it with vikki and 
everybody and all these associated big shots in massachusetts and typically mike dukakis arrives late and 
the poor human and he and kitty are completely flustered they don't know where they are they're coming 
through the crowd and teddy sees them completely lost out there the governor almost president united states 
completely lost the crowd he turns to his two kids behind two nephews behind us clear the seats get these 
people over 
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clear the seats get these people over here and make sure they have seats these these little things these 
what you talking about diabetes your we've talked about your son i had it i caught it while i still have it a 
couple years ago and i'm having my first hypoglycemic moment going through hell thinking i'm going to die of 
a coma and teddy calls out of nowhere it's teddy on the phone talking in the way he talked in half sentences 
and you're trying to figure out what he's saying he's like you know gene uh tony you know john's father and 
he's oh yeah of course yeah and my cousin they have it and he's doing this accent and everything's half 
sentence and then he said it the democrats donated lost over here the democrats the house don't know 
they've one i don't say senator i'm trying to interrupt him thank you for calling i'm having hypoglycemia here 
but thank you for showing an interest this is ted kennedy you know he's a liberal and we can talk all about we 
got i got to talk about his backroom work against nixon and pat those guys and choppa critic investigating 
that thing he did all that groundwork to bring down nixon total partisan but yet always thinking about the other 
little person and yet he wasn't perfect he had his flings he had his lifestyle this was all true it's all true but 


caring about individual other people in this way that's almost amazing that i don't know how people keep i 
don't even like getting called at home and he's calling all these people with little people and they're all their 
problems he's a perfect senator he's the perfect senator because you have to be like that to be a good 
senator they care about everybody's particular worlds they live in right that aren't the big world we're we're 
going to continue talking about that and we're going to get pat buchanan in here in a minute to talk about 
about the backroom work and watergate but first let's bring in msnbc chief washington correspondent nora 
o'donnell nora what are you hearing about how the senator's passing will affect the health care debate i think 
it's a big deal and i just want to add just quickly joe on on that note too about what chris was just saying and 
what you've said too about his his thoughtfulness i mean senator gordon smith a republican lost his 
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smith a republican lost his uh son very tragically and the first person on the phone was a democratic senator 
ted kennedy who called him to talk about that and i remember when my kids were born i got this big 
envelope in the mail from the senate thinking what the heck is this and opening it up and there's he'd send 
these bloomers to everybody who had kids that said irish mist on the back they were the funniest thing i've 
ever seen in my life and i've since learned that he sent that of course to many people so on that same note 
he was enormously thoughtful in the stories along the way even people who were interns in his office and of 
course it was such an honor to work in ted kennedy's office even republicans knew that because he was 
such a legislative icon he would paint them watercolors i mean there are interns across this town people who 
now work in the obama administration who have paintings on their walls painted by senator ted kennedy he 
was so enormously thoughtful in that way and i think all of that is significant because he had so many 
republican friends of course his best friend republican friend in the senate senator orrin hatch together i 
mean they sponsored these major pieces of legislation like s-chip health insurance for children poor children 
across this country the american disabilities act i mean those are all iconic pieces of legislation we all know 
what they mean what they've done etc and that's why both senator john mccain senator orrin hatch said that 
his absence certainly has affected the health care debate and i think that's perhaps so tragic probably and 
troubling he called reforming health care the cause of his lifetime this was a moral issue for senator kennedy 
this was such a big deal it was why in part president obama is then candidate candidate obama uh started 
talking more about health care was because of senator kennedy and yet his that first major piece of 
legislation that president obama is trying to get through uh congress is mired in this sort of awful nasty 
debate and i think you hear 
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awful nasty debate and i think you hear republicans say that ted kennedy could have changed i mean you 
know this from from the house joe so many of the liberals that are saying it's a public option or nothing is 
there any other democrat that could go over to those liberals and say look let's take 80 percent of what you 
guys want i promise if we just get this done we can come back and get more later and the only person that 
probably could have done that was ted kennedy that could have not just could not just cross party lines but 
could cross chambers go from the senate to the house and talk to those liberal members of the house and 
say guys let's just take what we can get now we can get more later and that's certainly significant because 
that's perhaps lost um now the the other way to sort of the glass half full if you're a democrat or progressive 
or liberal is that maybe more people will feel including republicans that it's worth getting something done and 
compromising that they'll try and have some sort of bipartisan uh spirit in terms of at least getting something 
done to reform health care so what do we do now nora democrats have 59 senators this morning do you 
know uh how quickly another senator sent a letter was it last week yeah senator letter last week so uh how 
quickly does that turn around and how quickly is a new senator appointed well what currently i mean what 
what senator kennedy wanted was that they changed the law in massachusetts so that governor deval 
patrick could immediately appoint his replacement so there would be someone in the senate as the law 
current stands now there'll be a special election i believe around january so it remains unclear if the 
legislature massachusetts i don't think they're going to act were to act in some sort of um you know final 
granting of a wish to to senator kennedy what his final wishes uh were but as it stands now there will be a 


special election if that were to change then a democrat deval patrick would get to appoint his replacement all 
right norah o'donnell thank you so much i really really appreciate it so do they change i want to get to pat but 
first are they going to change the law i was talking 
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going to change the law i was talking about state rep the other day a couple days ago they're not going to do 
it they're embarrassed the senate that the great general court of massachusetts is called by what they did it 
was so obviously partisan they didn't want mitt romney picking john kerry's replacement and setting someone 
up to win the election so now there's no senator from massachusetts that's nor directly reported there until uh 
five months from now that's under the law and they you don't think they're going to change that right it 
appears that they won't the senate president the woman by the name teresa murray said she changed her 
mind on it yesterday the day before that she would now be inclined to favor changing the law so that the 
governor governor patrick could appoint an interim senator until the election is held right but i don't think the 
legislature i think chris is right i don't think the legislature is going to go along that's the only st i mean that's 
one of the only states i've ever heard that has i love florida no it's astoundingly income florida has a vacancy 
right now and charlie chris is going to appoint the next center normal as you know the normal procedure is 
when the senator has lost the governor appoints the interim appointee and then you have an election in the 
next cycle usually the following even year november so the partisanship is a classic example where 
partisanship screwed up something yeah pat buchanan i want to uh we were talking about watergate and i 
think chris made a made a great point that ted kennedy while not a hater uh was very partisan uh talk about 
some of the slings and arrows from ted kennedy that you felt and that the nixon administration specifically felt 
well there's no doubt that nixon and the president himself though was a bit of a partisan joe he did take an 
interest in the chappaquiddick thing as i recall back there in 1969 which occurred at the same time as that 
moon landing but you know senator kennedy we were a little concerned when archibald cox was sworn in as 
special prosecutor and 
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was sworn in as special prosecutor and teddy kennedy was standing right there and we as we said he was 
almost holding the bible and we felt that kennedy and kennedy and the massachusetts boys were getting a 
little bit of payback for richard nixon's victory but there's no doubt about teddy kennedy which everybody has 
mentioned that's talked here is that he was a very very considerate man personally on a personal level 
there's no doubt about it if you had a personal problem or a tragedy or something or something like that he 
was aware of it and solicitous but he was a very very tough partisan you know uh joe we were too as i recall i 
became an editorial writer in 1962 august and i recall writing a couple of editorials that edward moore 
kennedy should not be elected senator from massachusetts when he was running up there against john 
mccormick's nephew who made that famous statement if you're if your name were edward moore your 
candidacy would be a joke he said and teddy kennedy of course won that and he went on to be a far far 
greater senator than either of his brothers were i think there's no doubt about that jack kennedy was on that 
labor committee and things we and some of those racketeering hearings but teddy kennedy was a great 
united states senator there's no doubt about it and let's let's talk because we're 30 minutes into this coverage 
and uh we haven't brought up chappaquiddick obviously a very dark uh cloud in his life and in his legacy if 
that had happened in 2009 instead of 1969 obviously his career or any other career would have been over 
but he got through talk about that that legacy you said he looked back and had many regrets i'm sure that 
was one of his great regrets oh it's probably his deepest regret because of his personal behavior which is still 
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of his personal behavior which is still you know all these years later still unaccounted for now his his 
biography which his his wife and and the senator and obviously until early this morning late last night had 
been working on editing the biography all summer long furiously each and every day many many hours a day 
vicki kennedy and when he could senator edward kennedy that has been the publication data that has been 


moved up until september whether he deals with that in a manner that hasn't been dealt hasn't he hasn't 
hadn't uh so far we're going to find out but there is still a nagging questions that linger over chappaquiddick 
and his personal behavior which had to be ultimately his greatest personal regret joe kopechny a young 
woman who worked for robert kennedy died after an automobile accident on chappaquiddick island off of 
martha's vineyard and obviously pat it was a tragedy that republicans never let him forget well that's true but i 
do recall that we were writing uh i was writing memos to nixon and i did he asked me to analyze four 
candidates in 72 in these long deep analysis after study and i remember writing in the memo to the president 
we should not bring up chappaquiddick everybody in the country knows about it they made up their mind 
about it and for us to go public and talk about it in a campaign would be a mistake it would be a backlash on 
us but joe what is interesting in 1968 after robert kennedy was shot as i recall and chris and mike correct me 
humphrey wanted to put teddy kennedy on the ticket as his running mate after that tragedy and after the 
tragedy of jfk and had it not been for chappaquiddick i think teddy kennedy would have been forced into the 
race pretty much almost drafted by the democratic party to run against nixon in 1972 the year he took a pass 
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in 1972 the year he took a pass so i think that had a real effect on on his career and probably on american 
political history because i think teddy kennedy would have been nominated easily in 1972 had it not been 
had iran and had it not been for uh that that dark night on chappaquiddick and even after all that and 
everything pat says is correct he was still uh by 71 leading in the polls after chav acquitted for the democratic 
nomination by popular opinion people hadn't forgiven forgiven him if that's the right word but clearly he was 
still the most prominent democrat and the most popular democrat and uh the interesting role he played in 
bringing down richard nixon which has never really been fully understood he was chairman of the 
administrative practices subcommittee the senate judiciary committee he was the guy personally he and jim 
fluge his staff guy who dug up the entire relationship between the committee to reelect the president 1972 
the plumbers the whole works took it right to the white house and basically had the work done for the 
watergate committee before sam irvin took over he did push for archibald cox to be the special prosecutor in 
fact he insisted on his being named he told that elliot richardson if you don't name archibald cox you're not 
getting the job as attorney general it was all locked in and then of course when robert bork stood up and 
accepted the the position of attorney general during the saturday night massacre do you think ted kennedy 
repaid him yes he did when it came time uh revenge is a meal best served cold and robert burke knows what 
happened to him when his time came so ted kennedy was the guy who led the fight against borg this rivalry 
didn't end uh well it's over now let's put it that way right this partisanship is real and ted kennedy and the 
tradition of winston churchill knew how to grin when he fought he did as you do joe and uh i i don't fight uh 
yeah i just want to get along with everybody right barnacle um i've got to say though that speech that he 
gave as a conservative uh that speech he gave in 1987 
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about robert bork i do have to say i think that was one of the most personal unfair speeches i've heard on the 
senate floor he booked him he worked him and i think historians when they try to figure out how we've gotten 
to the point where we've gotten to i i think that unfortunately i would say it this morning but unfortunately i 
think that speech is uh was a dividing line and if you read the word you read the words joe and he talked in 
that speech not just about abortion and things like that he talked about robert boyce's notion of the powers of 
the presidency going back to the saturday night massacre and the powers he thought nixon had taken upon 
himself and how borg allowed those powers to be implemented i think there's a lot of history here that's going 
to be written about years from now right uh savannah let's uh i want to talk we had talked about 1972 and ted 
kennedy taking a pass in a minute i want to talk about 1980 in the presidential campaign and what went 
wrong there um and that remarkable speech still i think perhaps the greatest convention speech of our time 
uh but first uh savannah let's get reaction from the white house what are you hearing well i think we're going 
to hear from the president about nine o'clock this morning he's on martha's vineyard vacationing i've been 
emailing with david axelrod one of the senior advisors i think he's going to call in senator kennedy meant a 
lot to many people who work in the white house now some of them who worked for senator kennedy or 


worked in the senate certainly and of course we all know that senator kennedy made a real difference in the 
obama campaign there was a moment i think it was late january 2008 when kennedy came out strongly and 
endorsed obama and it meant a lot and i'm sure you all remember that event i think was in the washington 
d.c area where he came in and gave a rousing speech it was one of those momentum building moments that 
all of us remember from the campaign one of the moments that still stands out 
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of the moments that still stands out and then of course we were all at the democratic convention and 
remember that speech when he came it was emotional because at that point of course we knew that he had 
been diagnosed with brain cancer and it there are those times when as a news person you are at an event 
and you are aware that you are witnessing history and for me standing there on the floor of the convention 
and seeing senator kennedy rouse democrats is one of those moments for sure and um let's uh let's talk 
speaking of convention speeches his 1980 convention for me a few hours ago this campaign came to an end 
but for all those whose cares are concerned the work goes on the cause endures the hope still lives and the 
dream shall never die i asked bob schrum about that speech one time and he said yes that was in the first 
draft that was scrummy's way of accepting greatness yes well that was a great speech uh mike barnick 
scrum yes i didn't what happened what the hell happened in 1980 perhaps my favorite political cartoon was a 
cartoon at the democratic convention of carter and kennedy waving to the crowd and and behind their backs 
ted kennedy had a pillow strapped to his backside and jimmy carter had a whip in his hand you saw it from 
behind and i remember when everybody talked to lady about kennedy getting in he was going to wipe out 
jimmy carter jimmy carter famously said if he gets in the race i'm going to whip his ass it's about the only 
thing jimmy carter predicted correctly in four years what happened to ted kennedy's campaign in 1980 well 
part of it was chappaquiddick part of it was chappaquiddick that the the cult of personality that had had 
grown around senator kennedy in the 70s that began with the assassinations of both of his brothers that the 
the presidency was inevitable that he 
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the presidency was inevitable that he was going to be president that blossomed as the carter presidency 
headed toward failure i can distinctly remember st patrick's day in chicago 1980 with ted kennedy and joan 
kennedy walking down michigan avenue the st patrick's day parade and the abuse the verbal abuse the 
insults the invective from our crowd hurled at him from our people as chris and i would say and i can 
remember being with him curtis wilkie was with me we were both working for the boston globe i can 
remember being with senator kennedy after the parade and he had this wry smile on his face and he turned 
to me and said i think it went well and he knew then he knew then it was over that that his campaign was 
over this was chicago yeah dick daley's hometown uh and he was greeted with well yeah that's the famous 
harry so again harry truman quote when he steps off a train and harry truman shakes the guy's hand and he 
verbally abuses him for 10 minutes truman turns to his sidekick and says we'll put him down as undecided 
that ted kennedy the same right sense of humor you know this thing about staff people and the advice they 
give you um people kept coming i was working for for tiffany and and there was just tim o'neal the speaker 
and uh you know people would come up to ted kennedy they wanted them to run against carter they said 
they'd say to these pollsters it's only three percent senator it's only three percent chav quitting it's just three 
percent they didn't tell them a fact that it's very important it's the last three percent it's the one between 48 
and 51 because when it came time what happened in that terrible campaign and i was working for carter as a 
speechwriter every time carter would win a primary 
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every time carter would win a primary people would vote for kennedy and every time kennedy would win a 
primary people would vote for carter they were trying to they didn't want to hedge their bets they wanted the 
game over they had a problem with both guys it sounded like it sounded actually like the democratic primary 
in 2008. they they weren't quite sure they wanted to put president obama over there but in that case they 


never really resolved they liked either guy and that was the problem you know chris mentioned you know tip 
o'neill tip o'neill and ted Kennedy they were some pair together i have to tell you and chris also mentioned 
earlier about ted kennedy as a youngster mentioning his his deceased brother joe on the night that jack 
kennedy beat a fellow by the name of mike neville the mayor of cambridge for the congressional seat whose 
turn it was six yeah and in april of 1961 president kennedy is in the white house and tip o'neill is in kenny 
o'donnell's office kenyo donald appointment secretary of the president right next to the oval office the 
president comes into the office and they're talking and jack kennedy says to tip o'neill he says can you 
imagine can you imagine tip he said here we are he said all these years later he said you were with neville in 
46 he said that you showed great loyalty tip turned to him and said yeah mr president he said but if i had 
known then when i knew now i never would have been with neville [Laughter] kennedy of course served in 
the senate for 47 years uh we're getting reaction from some of his colleagues now nbc's kelly o'donnell is on 
capitol hill good morning kelly good morning to all of you if i could share a couple of just impressions first of 
all you've been talking about some of the big legacy some of the big moments in edward kennedy's life and i 
was struck by some very small experiences here i came to work very very early this morning was probably 
about four a.m eastern time and so the campus here at the capitol was really deserted the first thing that was 
strange is there were 
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was strange is there were alarms that were going off everywhere it was almost as if the capital was saying 
that there had been a great passing of this man and when i talked to police they said it was they were testing 
out a system it didn't have anything to do with that but as i walked through the halls the number of people 
capitol police maintenance folks who don't have a tv nearby when they do their jobs here overnight and they 
weren't aware in some cases that senator kennedy had passed but they saw me walking through i was 
dressed in black had all of my things with me and i was stopped by one maintenance man and he said why 
are you here so early in that sort of urgent tone and i said senator kennedy had passed and he said oh what 
a great great man so in personal terms people who work here at the capitol who have seen ted kennedy for 
many many years have a much more personal connection all of us feel a sense of having known him 
because of the large iconic status of his family and his own career but i was struck by how this morning some 
of the people who come here every day who have seen him over the years were feeling it as well in the very 
very early hours his office is literally just maybe 25 yards down the hallway here i stopped by this morning it 
was dark the flags were out as they always are and no one had yet arrived and it was a real sense of the fact 
that that sign that says edward kennedy of massachusetts it will be different from now on of course we are in 
the summer recess and so all the members have scattered to their home districts and home states they're 
having all of those meetings and they're doing their trips and they're trying to connect with constituents of 
course right away we were hearing from nancy pelosi and speaker and majority leader reed and they were of 
course expressing what we have heard in so many of the other comments about the legacy that he left and 
so many people here and chris and mike you and certainly joe you know this respected by republicans even 
those who fiercely disagreed always talk about how ted kennedy was 
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always talk about how ted kennedy was able to connect across the aisle in ways that people might not have 
known simply by knowing his public persona and he earned respect that way people liked him and there was 
so much emotion here over the last year the couple of times that he returned he came back for the vote for 
the president's stimulus package back in february so much emotion associated with that when he came here 
and last summer came back with his wife and the dogs same kind of dog that the president now has and 
they were romping through the halls here those dogs were always a presence here on the third floor at the 
russell building so i just wanted to share a couple of those smaller moments that really struck me this 
morning and kelly we heard over the weekend from senators hatch and mccain both that this health care 
debate is being impacted in a bad way by the absence of one man ted kennedy what was it about one 
senator one man that could so change the debate and absolutely senator mccain said no member of the 
senate is irreplaceable but ted kennedy comes close and what they talk about is his ability to bring people 


together in a quiet way really really old school politics in all the hardened by par hardened partisan ways of 
this current day when you go back generations when he first came here in 1962 it was a different kind of an 
atmosphere and there was a little bit more room for fighting it out on the senate floor but then perhaps having 
a drink and a cigar after hours that kind of collegial relationship actually led to his legislative strengths 
because he was willing to have personal relationships with members of another party and to be able to find 
compromise many legislators here many senators have said he was willing to work out a deal to get 
something through instead of simply uh you know holding firm to what he wanted with one exception back in 
the carter period where he was interested again in trying to get health care there are some who Say he didn't 
quite give in enough at the time to help and that that was something that stayed with him in all of his ongoing 
efforts to try to get health care passed and there were many health 
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care passed and there were many health care issues that he did help get through along the way with 
children's health care and those kinds of things smaller programs that certainly bear his imprint kelly 
o'donnell live on capitol hill force thanks so much we'll be checking back in with you throughout the morning 
kelly talked about personal relationships with members of the other party some statements now coming in 
evidence to that president's george h.w bush on kennedy says while we didn't see eye to eye on many 
political issues through the years i always respected his steadfast public service ted kennedy was a seminal 
figure in the united states senate a leader who answered the call to duty for some 47 years and whose death 
closes a remarkable chapter in that body's history that from president george h.w bush nancy reagan said 
this ronnie and ted could always find common ground ted and i found our common ground in stem cell 
research i considered him an ally and a dear friend and now a more personal connection from governor 
schwarzenegger of california maria maria shriver of course and i are immensely saddened by the passing of 
uncle teddy he was the rock of our family joe pat buchanan um let's talk now about the 1980 campaign ted 
kennedy again mike barnicle had told the story about chicago i remember reading and mike and i always talk 
about the reckoning a great book by david halbersham but [Music] another book i read around the time it's 
written by gary wills the kennedy imprisonment and the beginning of that book he talks about the burdens 
that ted kennedy carried as as he called it and being an american prince and talked about how all the 
tragedies of the kennedy experience seem to pile upon him in that 1980 campaign what do you remember 
about 1980 well the i think that's exactly right it was a tremendous burden that he was to carry the torch for 
his two brothers who were dead both 
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for his two brothers who were dead both of them assassinated both of them in a way immortalized and he 
was constantly in the light there joe and i'll tell you the real one when the campaign started the very first 
event that set it off was that fatal interview if you will with roger mudd when he said simply why do you want 
to be president and and of course kennedy was very halting about it and it was a very it was a very 
disastrous moment he couldn't answer the question and that's one of the things that wills writes about that 
kennedy was expecting an easy interview and the question was asked and the campaign started off terribly 
from the beginning with that answer and then you know it and he expected to come out of the gate very 
strong and he didn't but i will say this i found in that campaign that when it was clear he was going to lose he 
became freed and he was a much much better candidate after it was clear he was going to lose and the old 
irish payback that we've been talking about really occurred i was at that convention in 1980 after that great 
hilarious speech and the great ending and remember jimmy carter came out and chased him all the way 
around the stage kennedy came by waving and you know laughing and waving and rolling right on out with 
carter behind him all the way and of course that was payback for jimmy carter but it was that was disastrous 
for james earl carter of course a lot of us it was a wonderful speech and you know the the carters liked that 
moment about as much as the clintons liked uh when ted kennedy endorsed the candidate of the man who's 
on the phone right now with us of course we're talking about white house senior advisor david axelrod 
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house senior advisor david axelrod david let's start with you just talk personally about what ted kennedy has 
meant to you and and what he meant to you as you decided to get into public service well the kennedy family 
was really you know i remember as a small small child john f kennedy came to uh stuyvesant town in new 
york city where i where i lived uh housing development there and i was taking my parents took me to this 
event i sat on a mailbox and i saw the spectacle and i thought what is it about this guy that inspires this 
crowd that it just all seemed so important to me and that was the the moment to which that date back my 
interest in politics and i've obviously followed the kennedy family ever since and in the past couple of years i i 
actually was on the floor by the way at that same convention that you guys were talking about in 1980 and i 
think what people forget is that even at the end of that campaign there was a rule fight at that convention 
over whether whether delegates would be bound to the candidate they ran for in the first place or whether 
they would be freed to vote for whomever they wanted and there was a there was a real sense that perhaps 
if they passed this rule that kennedy could roll the convention and it was quite a i was uh covering the 
chicago delegation for the chicago tribune a whole brawl erupted in the chicago delegation among the forces 
of mayor byrne and who were loyal to kennedy and the forces of uh of uh then states attorney rich daly who 
were loyal to carter it was quite a it was quite a scene it was a it was quite it was a good political yarn as they 
say speaking of which david uh i'm curious mike barnica was telling the story of senator kennedy being 
harassed in 1980 
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senator kennedy being harassed in 1980 in the st patrick's day in chicago we're wondering if you were one of 
the operators shouting at him from the side i was one of the reporters covering the spectacle and i must say 
you know one of his problems uh there was that burn had become very very unpopular and he thought he 
had scored a coup she first endorsed carter and then she switched to kennedy he thought he had scored a 
coup by getting her endorsement and she was involved in a terrible battle with the chicago firefighters at the 
time which was a predominantly irish union and they uh and they uh they were a big presence at that uh and 
i'm sure at that moment at that moment kennedy was wondering about the uh the value of that endorsement 
but uh so he you know tip o'neill said all politics is local that was part of his problem there was that he he got 
embroiled in a local controversy that overtook the presidential race but getting back to uh to the senator 
himself i mean i i i got to know him uh in the last couple of years uh through senator obama and through the 
campaign and i i must say that when i think back at that presidential race of 2008 there was there was a 
pivotal weekend in that campaign that i think changed everything it was the weekend that senator obama 
won the the south carolina primary the next morning caroline kennedy endorsed him in a in a beautiful piece 
in the uh in the new york times and then the following day senator kennedy endorsed him that you'll all 
remember this huge public event in washington uh that was just life with emotion and history and i think that 
transformed our campaign in a very big way and he then campaigned with us for several days 
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several days and he was just this joyous presence out there on the campaign trail just brimming with 
enthusiasm and idealism and it was infectious and it was just it was just such a thrill to be to be with him 
during that period and he just infused our campaign with enormous energy and it's something i'll never forget 
you know the savannah that was one of the memorable moments i remember waking up reading caroline's 
wonder caroline kennedy's wonderful op-ed in the new york times talking about talking about how she felt 
that the torch had been passed from her father to barack obama that he seemed to somehow have 
something that she had not seen any other politician since her father was remarkable it was interesting and 
it's a in a campaign that had its trivial moments that one seems to be genuinely momentous and to hear 
david talk about that certainly verifies it from inside the campaign and david i just wanted to ask you what 
relationship the president has had with senator kennedy since then i wonder how much they've talked in 
these last few months and whether he's given any advice on this cause of his life health care reform and 
whether you really feel the absence well there's no well uh let me answer the last question first i think 
absolutely i mean ted kennedy was uh stewie genetics i mean he was the greatest senator of our time and 
his absence of course missed i think by by everyone and on this issue in particular but the president has 


spoken with him periodically as his you know as his health permitted he spoke with them after senator 
kennedy's committee passed health care legislation [Music] you know i guess that was in june or july and 
they spoke at some length about it 
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and they spoke at some length about it he spoke to him again after he visited the pope after the president 
visited the pope in july and he delivered to the pope a letter a handwritten letter from the senator uh that he 
he asked the president to deliver and so he called him afterwards uh and talked to him then and he's spoken 
to him uh uh uh since so i mean he he reached out for him often and you know tapped his wisdom where he 
could um and was eager to check in on him because there's real affection uh there ted kennedy from the 
moment that uh barack obama came to the senate was something of a mentor to him he was very generous 
with his time and very generous with his advice and i think that the president felt very close to him so yes he 
sought his counsel and saw this advice he also wanted to know how he was doing and he just wanted to 
know that there were many of us out here who were pulling for him and so i know that when the president 
was awakened this morning the news was not unexpected but i'm sure it was uh it was uh devastating 
nonetheless chris matthews david you're as much a part of this story as anybody around in this sense of the 
continuum if you will uh jack kennedy was the first president to stand up for civil rights from that great speech 
in june of 63 when he said it's as old as the bible and as american as the constitution and we have to be for 
getting rid of all discrimination this country then of course bobby kennedy became the great crusader for civil 
rights especially after the death of king and then i want you to talk about this ted kennedy passed that 
brother's torch to your guy to barack obama as the first 
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to your guy to barack obama as the first african-american president it just seems to me that the kennedys 
grew as brothers in their commitment to civil rights and then to turn it over to the first african guy who had a 
chance to become president tell me about your feelings about that as a guy who is a liberal who did care 
about that cause who does i think that's what that's what infused that moment in uh last year when he made 
the endorsement that's what infused it with such power i think just in your narrative we ought to note that uh it 
was ted kennedy who played such a uh important role in uh in the 60s on civil rights legislation voting rights 
being one of them and you have to wonder you know without those advances would this would that moment 
have been possible last november fourth so uh yeah there was a sense there was there was a there was a 
very very strong sense of history uh in the room when uh when senator kennedy made that endorsement 
and i think he was aware of it if you go back and listen to his speech from that day it was a very deliberate 
reference to history and to the passing of the torch and and i mean anybody who was there could not have 
helped but be moved by it and anyone who's lived through this era the kennedy era could see that continue i 
think the president was then senator obama was humbled by that because no one no one wants to claim that 
mantle uh it's an exalted mantle and you have to earn it but i think he was really humbled by the senator's 
words that day and challenged to live up to them all right david axelrod thank you so much for uh calling in 
this morning we really do appreciate it good talking to you all right and uh savannah thank you for 
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all right and uh savannah thank you for setting that interview up you know willie it's kind of interesting uh 
when meek is here she emails axelrod and he calls in savannah's here you and i email axelrod all the time 
he doesn't like it's always an auto reply i'm sorry i'm here i'm in the vineyard for the next uh couple of months 
uh if this is willie or joe so man is working the angles over here trust me yeah where'd he go i keep that up i 
was checking my horoscope yeah that came through all right well uh we're at the top of the hour and a 
special edition of morning joe we've got mike barnica with us and chris matthews ivana guthrie of course as 
always willie geist and myself ted kennedy passed away last night and we've been already remembering him 
for an hour this morning he is as david axelrod said uh mike barnicle the uh the the greatest i suppose most 
prolific senator when it comes to legislation in the history of this republic i don't think there's any doubt about 


that chris matthews mentioned earlier all of the things that he has been responsible for big and small and you 
know as time goes on and as pieces are written and as people remember there will be elements of nearly 
everyone's life in this country that you can point to and in some way say legislation that he wrote in 1966 or 
1992 impacted your life helped your child's life helped the school that your child attends helped provide more 
nurses in the hospital where your grandmother went when she was ill so the scope the sweep of his 
legislative wife has been enormous but i find at least myself in these few hours since uh his passing was 
announced that i i my mind wanders to the personal more than the political and i can see him walking out on 
the 
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and i can see him walking out on the dock at the hyannis port yacht club to go out to his boat and i can hear 
the infectious laugh that david axelrod referred to the joy that he took in just life the joy never mind the joy 
that he took in politics just the joy that he took in his life and while david was speaking you would have to see 
ted kennedy in the summer in hyannis port with his extended family he was father to many all of his nieces 
and nephews and to see all of them boarding the little boat that would take them out to the maya his sailboat 
and it would be impossible not to smile when you're with him it would be impossible not to have a good time 
when you were with him and of all of the roles that he played in life senator iconic political figure father 
husband to vicky i think was the one that at the end of his life he was most content with and most proud of 
and uh there did for anybody that that knew ted kennedy uh personally uh they would all tell you that there 
was a joy about him and uh through all the tragedy we we have a lot of people lined up to talk about this 
legendary senator pat buchanan's in washington we're going to be going to david gregory soon also ann 
thompson's in hyannisport nora o'donnell's with us chris matthews is here and presidential historian douglas 
brinkley has been on the phone for some time uh doug let's get your impressions and then uh go to chris 
doug what are your thoughts this morning i just was listening to mike barnacle and i thought he talked about 
the personal very well i add to that the fact of having dogs with him and playing catch all the time and uh 
going to see ted kennedy always felt like you were going to see a kind of uber mensch he was so nice to 
young 
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uber mensch he was so nice to young people or people who were upwards in their careers and had 
questions i'm impressed historically about his senate office it became during the 1960s and 70s protest 
period in washington dc kind of the place if you got tear gas you go to his office to get water and recoup he 
had a very high tolerance for dissent and allowing people particularly that were protesting vietnam veterans 
back from vietnam that had a beef with the way the war was going to actually use his office as a living room 
at times i it did it so much that it would frighten sometimes guards in the um that regarding the capital that 
are kind of a hot band of people can come and get an audience with him and it points to the fact that he 
cares i think senator kennedy cared about real people and for whatever mechanisms in his life kicked in he 
somehow built the strength out of the tragedies the losing of his the first brother joe and then losing his next 
two brothers due to assassination and feeling this kind of burden that had been placed on him to be a 
patriarch of the family he did he bent sometimes under that pressure but most of the time he seemed to rise 
to the occasion and started understanding if you do enough good deeds in life it will overwhelm whatever 
mistakes you made and there truly are people out there that have been have have life saved by ted kennedy 
due to his legislative cunning his ability to pass you know different types of medical legislation to help poor 
people the ability to work for the environment to increase lifestyle for people through minimum wage so i 
agree with you all that we've had big senators and you know henry kevin lodge or everett dirksen lyndon 
johnson there's 
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everett dirksen lyndon johnson there's some great senators in recent annals of american history but none 
seem to have affected both have a party named after him there's not such a thing as lodge republicans 
anymore when we say kennedy democrats many people mean ted kennedy democrats um and i think he's 
the kennedy over even over bobby who really brought african-americans and hispanics into a constituency 
not just for the democrats in a full full-bore way but as kennedy democrats all right douglas brinkley 
presidential historian thank you for calling in we really appreciate it doug let's go set the scene right now in 
hyannisport we've got nbc's anne thompson and what can you tell us joe as dawn breaks over hyannis port 
this little village of about 130 homes is seeing many of its streets blocked off the police have set up 
barricades to keep not only the media but also the curious at bay as a family mourns inside the compound 
this is where senator kennedy died late last night the family in a statement as i told the world of the news 
today said we have lost the irreplaceable center of our family and i think that is also true for this village he 
was very much a part of the life of this village you would see him driving around in his convertible you'd see 
him with sonny and splash his two portuguese water dogs you'd see him going down the pier to his maya 
and setting sail on nantucket sound something he enjoyed immensely something that gave him great 
pleasure and great solace throughout the arc of his life at this hour we have no word on funeral plans those 
are expected to be announced either later today or tomorrow joe thank you so much ann thompson in the 
hyena sport we will continue coming back to you to get updates let's go right now to moderate or meet the 
press david 
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to moderate or meet the press david gregory david give us your thoughts this morning of the passing of a 
man that many people over the past hour have agreed was the most significant senator in terms of 
legislation passed and deeds done in the history of the united states absolutely joe and uh listening to mike 
talk about him both in the the personal and the legislative history as well i i guess what i thought about this 
morning is also the role of family patriarch and how it fell to senator kennedy to be the voice of such sorrow 
within the family on so many tragedies he of course was the one to really give voice to that sorrow to to give 
the eulogies for his brother bobby for jacqueline kennedy onassis in 1994 and for uh his nephew john of 
course and it was david espo writing in the associated press this morning who covers washington covers 
capitol hill that it was ted kennedy the first uh kennedy uh of his generation to in fact comb uh gray hair uh 
and uh he lived a life that was so full of accomplishment and so long relative to his brothers and yet still cut 
short by this disease david uh what is what's your your take on on how his passing will affect the health care 
debate well you know it's interesting on the program on sunday i asked senator hatch uh the the sense of 
loss uh that was felt by kennedy not being there and he was kind of cryptic in his reply saying look ted 
kennedy would have been on the phone to me and said let's get this done and senator hatch has actually 
walked away from the negotiations on the senate finance committee which i think is a small example of just 
how powerful and how huge that void is in this debate i've talked to other allies of the white house who have 
said that kennedy's voice his presence his force has been deeply felt and that absence has been felt in the 
course of this debate ted kennedy if he was known for anything 
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ted kennedy if he was known for anything in the senate it was that legislative skill he knew how to get things 
done he would want to get bills passed even if they were incomplete even if they were imperfect and try to fix 
it later i remember reading about the the debacle of 93 94 on health care reform and him coming back to 
president clinton in 1994 after the midterm race and saying look we can still come back at health care we can 
try to break it up a little bit we can try to get it a more peace meal bit by bit i mean he took healthcare on first 
in 1966 so he's been at it a long time and uh and so i think that that presence is huge and i think in terms of 
strategy the ability to deliver some kind of grand bargain is something that kennedy would have been looked 
to to provide all right meet the president's david gregory thanks for being with us we really do appreciate it 
um you know as i was listening barnacle to doug brinkley talk about how during the anti-war protests people 
would be tear gassed and the protesters would run and they would they would get water and wipe 
themselves down i was thinking how lucky we are to have the guy on the other side of that debate that 


whenever police officers ran out of tear gas they would go to pat buchanan's office and he would reload it for 
him and pat more canisters where canisters right and tell them to prove their aim a bit so buchanan with that 
with that warm introduction that they deserve okay let's let's not re-fight 1968 okay uh so uh pat uh this is we 
we've been at this now for about an hour hour and a half but there are a lot of people just waking up uh and 
just learning that ted kennedy has passed away give us your impressions of of ted kennedy and the impact 
he had on this country and what your thoughts are this morning well his impact was extraordinary you've 
been mentioning legislation 
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been mentioning legislation and people have forgotten that ted kennedy was floor manager of the 1965 
immigration bill which has changed the character of the united states of america forever he was an 
extraordinarily legislator he's extraordinarily effective because he would work with other people because 
despite his partisanship he's got that big booming laugh and he was well liked tremendously well liked let me 
tell you an anecdote there's a member of the buchanan extended family who worked in the council's office of 
the white house under george w bush and he had to go up to the hill and he took a notification of people that 
were going to be appointed to the federal appellate court and he went into one democratic senator's office 
and the senator about threw him out saying another right winger huh and then he went to kennedy's office to 
inform him and senator kennedy said come on in come on in have you seen my office and he took this kid up 
and he showed him pictures of himself and jack and himself and bobby and all these presidents he was with 
and this kid came back young man came back to the white house walking on air because of what teddy 
kennedy's tremendous personal graciousness of a liberal democratic senator who was being informed that a 
conservative was being named to an appellate court it was that kind of kennedy's personal touch i think that 
made him so liked and is what you're going to hear about and we're going to hear about and mike barnicle 
can go into it in great great depth we're going to be hearing about this all day he was a very gracious man 
fierce partisan tough customer but a very gracious man thank you you know i think it's important that pat be 
here today it's always important to have pat here but pat symbolizes a lot of what we've been talking about 
joe the fact that you know for many many years until pat started hanging around with us he lived on the right 
hand side of the dial right and and and senator kennedy 
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right and and and senator kennedy obviously whether you want to call them a progressive or a liberal bad 
word today in american politics the two of them were were neighbors at one point when when senator 
kennedy lived in mclean pat lived close by has been to senator kennedy's home and likes him and admires 
him in a certain way is that not true patrick j buchanan really really again it really is i was on meet the press 
one time when tim tim was running the show and i guess that was on the opening segment maybe it's one of 
those campaigns and i came off and senator kennedy was coming on after me and he jumps up and says 
hey pat have you met vicki and i said hello to his wife you know and everything and i looked and there's this 
great big dog in the studio that teddy kennedy had brought with him i mean he was just a on the personal 
level he was a very pleasant guy he was always friendly he would kid me the big booming laugh about here 
comes the right winger and just very very friendly very likable man chris you you worked at the capitol as a 
cop you worked as a capital at the capitol for tip o'neill we've heard all the irish jobs all the irish jobs exactly 
you worked at the capitol at the time where democrats and republicans could disagree with each other and 
go golf on the weekends disagree with each other and have drinks together at the end of the day disagree 
with each other and still sit down and have dinner with with each other's families at night right ted kennedy 
unders i think about all the hate speech that's out there during this health care debate and then i look at ted 
kennedy a guy who again is fierce of a partisan as you could be but a guy that seemed incapable of hatred 
what have we lost with the passing of 
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what have we lost with the passing of this man and a period of time when republicans and democrats could 
disagree passionately but still like each other well well let's talk about guns for a minute because uh there's 
been a lot of talk about people bringing guns to meetings with the president and how inappropriate some of 
us think that is just because of our history not because of rights because of appropriateness and history i 
remember when i first got out of the peace corps i came back and i was working on capitol hill and i would go 
to hearings and i would watch ted kennedy presided hearings or sit at the committee desk and this is not 
many months after his brother been killed bobby and i have to tell you that there was no doubt in my mind as 
i watched teddy kennedy at those hearing rooms that he saw everybody coming into that room and his eye 
was on every person who came in the back door that of that committee hearing room and every time and 
and mike knows this every time and i can tell this story now every time ted kennedy walked from the capitol 
to his officer from his office to the capitol across constitution avenue for many years he would take different 
routes all the time to try to avoid anybody who might be following him he didn't have security he operated on 
his own except when he ran for president so he had to defend his own life for all these 40-some years he 
had to be careful and he had to be somewhat unpredictable in the way he moved around and yet here's a 
story that i think trumps a lot of them gee gordon litty was in prison for hard time because of course he 
wouldn't talk unlike john dean he wouldn't talk about what he would row he'd played and i think pat respects 
that for what his role in watergate and the break-in and yet when he was in prison and gee gordon told me 
this story his daughter was graduating from stone ridge a catholic girls school in washington a very nice 
school month and teddy i believe had a daughter graduating and uh there's this poor daughter of g gordon 
lydia her father's in prison 
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gordon lydia her father's in prison he's a felon he's a bad guy in a catholic school that looked down on 
obviously everybody would look down at a watergate burglar and that's her dad and he's in prison with a lot 
of bad people and here she is having to stand up and receive her diploma with all these other pretty nice girls 
with pretty nice families and everything looks great except she's got this burden to carry and guess who 
comes over to her yeah okay yeah the stories are legion and said don't feel bad you'll get through this your 
dad's proud of you amazing stuff yes mike there's there's no one in who has been in public life probably in 
the history of this country who knew and lived with the consequences of what hate can engender more so 
than edward moore kennedy no one no one the one conversation i had with him about whether barack 
obama would run for president months before senator obama announced his candidacy he lingered around 
the question of personal safety he wanted him to run he hoped he would run but he was truly worried about 
senator obama's personal safety as well he should be and we all should be we certainly should david 
gregory would you like to jump in here yeah i'm just listening to the conversation also you know you recall 
some of the initial attempts to get senator kennedy to run for president before 1980 and how and mike knows 
this well this became a really intense family conversation that really centered around his kids and their fears 
about him running for office because they were afraid he could get shot and when he was campaigning how 
how he'd call that patrick would travel with him a fair amount but but he'd call other other kids and say you 
know everything gone it went okay today on the campaign trail um so 
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okay today on the campaign trail um so there was as mike says living with the with the consequences of hate 
but also that own fear for his own life in public life as chris mentioned too doing it is on his own but knowing 
that his family carried such a heavy burden as well thinking about him in that role and we are again people 
are waking up this morning and just tuning in it's 6 22 on the east coast and ted kennedy has passed away 
passed away in the night after a long battle with with cancer flag of course flags are flying at half staff at the 
capitol a a capital that ted kennedy reigned over for so long and had such a remarkable impact whether you 
are a conservative historian or a liberal historian or somewhere in between there is no debate as to ted 
kennedy's remarkable impact on this country on this republic he was in terms of legislation in terms of 
influence and we've been hearing it this morning and we will be hearing it and our children will be reading it 
in history books the most effective senator in the history of the country for people waking up this morning 


savannah guthrie white house correspondent we talked to david axelrod earlier tell those just waking up 
about the obamas learning of this news and their reaction well they're of course vacationing on martha's 
vineyard but the president was awakened at two o'clock this morning told of senator kennedy's passing he 
placed a call spoke to mrs kennedy about 2 25 this morning and they've issued a statement i do think we'll 
hear from the president i think he'll come and make an on camera statement later this morning in martha's 
vineyard but in the meantime he was trying to get over to martha's vineyard to see ted kennedy right trying to 
get over to hyannis there was some talk that he may visit but obviously he was terrible i think it was one of 
those things that if it 
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was one of those things that if it had been possible he would have done so but it was going to be a game 
time decision so um this this statement is a longer statement but here's the one part that really stands out to 
me he says an important chapter in our history has come to an end the president wrote our country has lost 
a great leader who picked up the torch of his fallen brothers and became the greatest united states senator 
of our time and we've talked a lot about how senator kennedy certainly had an impact on this president did a 
key moment in his campaign endorsing him a moment all of us remember and really uh changing the race in 
many ways he certainly did willie guys you know a number of people with us this morning joining the 
conversation msnbc chief washington correspondent norah o'donnell good morning again nora uh tell us 
what uh senator kennedy's passing uh may mean for the future of health care in this country well i think it's a 
big blow there's been a lot of talk this morning too about uh his friends on the republican side and i don't 
know of any other democratic senator who had so many republican friends senator orrin hatch of course one 
of his best friends but when there were republican senators whose children died or had great tragedies it was 
ted kennedy who was the first person on the phone with them and that's why we heard this weekend senator 
john mccain and oren hatch saying it's making a difference that he's not around to help in this health care 
debate i just happen to be looking on senator kennedy's website which is already noting of course his 
passing with that very famous quote for all those whose cares have been our concern the work goes on the 
cause and doors the hope still lives and the dream shall never die and one of the reasons i went on his 
website this morning is because the the legislative accomplishments uh that he's achieved in nearly half a 
century in the senate the only other senators who have served longer are bobby bird and strom thurman and 
when bobby byrd learned that teddy kennedy had brain cancer he wept openly on the senate floor i mean 
that's how significant his uh both personal and professional accomplishments have been and everything 
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accomplishments have been and everything from s-chip which if you don't know is the plan that helps ensure 
11 million uh poor children across this country the american with disabilities act title ix the martin luther king 
holiday cobra which people get when they're unemployed health insurance i mean all of these major pieces 
of legislation there are thousands of pieces of legislation that have been passed but once you know the 
name of ted kennedy was certainly involved in those but i think i was most struck that in 2002 of course he 
voted against the iraq war one of the few senators to do that and he noted that that was the best vote i've 
made in my 44 years in the united states senate which is pretty striking to think about given the votes that 
he'd taken in the senate on all of those major pieces of legislation from civil rights on down the line with 
health care to note that about the iraq war and then finally i know there was some talk this morning about 
certainly his endorsement of barack obama i remember being there i think chris was there too here in 
washington at that um event where kennedy endorsed barack obama and that was a moment in terms of 
passing on the kennedy legacy not just in terms of a moment for barack obama but i also think for the 
kennedy family because a lot of the reporting i've done uh certainly when i first was on capitol hill was about 
patrick kennedy and carrying on that legacy who would sort of carry on the the kennedy torch and his son 
patrick is currently the only one in elective office um remember there were hopes for john junior certainly um 
to be in elective office it has been tragic certainly for the kennedys all right norah o'donnell thanks so much 
we'll be checking back with you throughout the morning let me ask i'll throw it open to to chris and joe since 


you've both been around capitol hill how is it that one man if we agree he was one of the most effective two 
or three senators ever how is it that one man could be so effective what in other words what was he doing 
that no other 
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words what was he doing that no other senator could do did his name have something to do with what is it 
about kennedy that made him get him in there but i've got to say and i think everybody around this table and 
pat buchanan anybody that's been around politicians long enough know that ted kennedy was different from 
most sons of of leaders that got into politics a lot of these guys come in and obviously have a silver spoon in 
their mouth and they don't have the graciousness ted kennedy has in fact a lot of them aren't gracious at all 
they're arrogant because they if you help them they think that well you're you're doing they're doing you a 
favor what made ted kennedy so special is the fact is the fact that he he remained gracious he remained 
gracious to the young republican kid coming over to capitol hill he remained gracious to people who 
disagreed with him even people who attacked him he uh he he did keep he he did keep his eyes on the ball 
as a senator and there are two tracks and i want to talk to you first about this chris and then mike barnicle 
there's two tracks that a public figure takes and i figured this out after about a year or two there is the 
ideological track i was obviously in 95 and 96 a very conservative i still am almost libertarian small 
government guy and i fought about it i'd go on shows like yours and you know punching but then there's the 
other side and it took me about a year to figure this out the constituent services side the side that people still 
come up to me to in airports thanking me for helping them get their grandmom out of venezuela to come 
home for a funeral are our people still come up to me and thank me for was involved in tricare which is 
healthier all these things that you do for constituents that you forget about because you move on to the next 
great big ideological battle 
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big ideological battle but they don't forget because that's their life that you affected i did it for a couple of 
years in a very small level ted kennedy did that for decades and there was this ideological side to ted 
kennedy that the world saw but then there was the other side the side that didn't give a damn whether you 
were a conservative a liberal a marxist a libertarian if you had a problem he wanted to help you out and he 
threw his life into it i think that explains his durability all these years in massachusetts because although his 
brother's credibility was a big part of his getting in there clearly that's why he was there this concern for 
massachusetts was always there and i'm always in in awe of people like him i mean honestly i i'm as 
solipsistic as anybody most people are sobsistic they think the whole universe is sort of a phantasm around 
them and it's all big sort of an interesting show going on and they're the star of it and uh and ted kennedy 
was able to focus on their lives and the worlds that people live in as tip o'neill once said when somebody 
comes to you with a problem it's the biggest thing in the world to them or they wouldn't come to you with it to 
come to a u.s senator to come to a congressman and you have to understand when they come to you with 
that plea that's their world and you're right i mean joe you've been there you've had experience none of us 
have had which is that ability to know that as you minister your office administer your office the people who 
come to you are not interested in the big world what's going on in cuba or what's going on in africa they're 
worried about their toothache or whatever it is or their kid they're trying to get out of jail they're worried about 
the social security check that's held up their disability they're worried about they can't get the treatment they 
needed a va Clinic right worry about the fact that the irs has been auditing them for months and you do find 
out at some point you can pick up the phone like with the irs say hey listen you've got this case you guys 
have been doing this for three or four years now resolve it okay i just just look into this 
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this i think these people may be harassed check into it and let me know a phone call like that can change a 
person's life ted kennedy did that for decades again for mike arnold for republicans or democrats and he was 
smart enough too to know if somebody came to him mike and said i need you to help me here he says i want 


to help you but if i do it publicly i'll get killed let me go to hatch i'll go to oren he'll help you out those those 
stories of the internal politics of the senate are legion i think what you and chris are talking about can be 
explained in rather simple terms and simple terms i understand don't work today with talk radio and all that 
stuff but being hurt being vulnerable is not an ideology it's a human condition and no one understood better 
what it's like to be heard and what it's like to be vulnerable and the frailty of life than ted kennedy and he was 
able to grapple with this with this kind of emotion among voters among friends all of his life especially all of 
his political life because november 22 1963 that hurt arrived in a single split second in dallas on an afternoon 
in dallas i had never been with him on a campaign stop where he wasn't literally a hands-on politician where 
the hand would go out on the shoulder of a constituent and you can't fake it joe you Know you can't fake that 
stuff and he never did thank god some of my opponents were terrible at that i'm a hugger it helps it really 
does liking people actually you've got to go chris but before you go i want to talk about something that i've 
just picked up uh reading all these books about history about the special relationship 
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about the special relationship uh you talked about g gordon liddy right being so moved by ted kennedy going 
up and hugging uh his daughter at graduation saying it's going to be okay it's going to be okay i have a 
feeling that came from the personal angst inside of him because he knew that his own father joe kennedy 
was so loathed by a certain segment of americans and yet it was ted kennedy that remarkable relationship 
with this man this remarkable historic figure who set up the kennedy dynasty he was the one that had to go 
telling when bobby died he was the one that had to stay with him through those years he had to go back and 
tell him about uh chappaquiddick they had a relationship he and he loved his he loved his dad dearly but uh 
yeah i think that's something i find many people believe who try to understand the kennedy story and it is 
about the brothers all of them is the to what extent to what extent was it atonement for the old man sure the 
old man was the founding father and he was the one that made it all possible with his wealth and his 
guidance to those kids toward their careers and getting them into harvard and all that stuff that he did all the 
manipulation he did in terms of getting the pulitzer prize for jack and all that stuff but yet they were 
embarrassed by him he was a defeatist he was an appeaser he was on the wrong side of the whole century 
and someone speculated that joe kennedy joe jr got up and uh and made the dangerous run he made at the 
end to atone for that to atone for that because he knew he would he was the chosen one he was going to be 
the president he was going to be the first irish catholic president um but um do you see the godfather we've 
all seen it there's an amazing parallel here and i and i and every every guy thinks of parallels 
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and every every guy thinks of parallels the kennedy boys were americans totally sure they had an irish 
heritage they were americans patriots joe kennedy gave his life for his country jack kennedy joe was fighting 
the nazis jack was fighting the communist you know why jack was killed because he stood up to castro and i 
cast her lover kill him you know why bobby kenny was killed because he was for our position in the middle 
east and the guy didn't like that position killed him these are political deaths these guys stood up for what 
they believed in they were cold warriors and uh the old man wasn't the old man wasn't that kind of a patriot 
the only one was interested in his kids right but he didn't have that gut love of the country the way the kids 
had it he wasn't fully assimilated you know what i'm talking about and i think that the kids really wanted to 
tone for that and they really wanted to be true american heroes and not heroes in the sense of being 
celebrated but giving everything they had to this country they beloved this country and i think that it it's 
something to watch how jack kennedy did that and and every time they ran for something remember linda 
johnson lyndon johnson went up to jack kennington i wasn't some umbrella holding you know chamberlain he 
was still holding it against him still running against munich still blaming jack for the old man's position on the 
war the second world war so you're very aware of this fight this is so it's this thing you picked up on that it is 
a fight but i'll tell you what it was ted kennedy who stayed there who was the brother that survived who was 
there constantly going back to his father saying dad i got terrible news out of california and seeing the old 


man parties stricken with a stroke for years now just slumping in his chair i think that was wonderful you said 
a couple hours ago this morning on this amazing morning um great morning about uh bobby uh teddy being 
able to see his brothers at sea and living with them as presence of his life yeah we have that on tape i think 
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it was an emotional moment and and i got back to it not on camera a couple of years after that this past early 
summer and he talked about it at length about being able to see his brothers when he was out on that boat 
and pointing out to me where his brother joe taught him how to swim right out in front of the compound on 
the small strip of beach by hyannis port harbor joe taught me how to swim there he would take his brother 
joe and and getting into his recollection of uh that we mentioned earlier about the family being notified on that 
hot august day that joe had been killed over the english channel and his remembrance his vivid memory of it 
where his mother was she was in the kitchen his father was upstairs all of those things the collective memory 
that he had of those tormented moments that he lived through that made him become what he became a 
truly thoughtful kind compassionate generous human being to everyone he met regardless of political parties 
you know there's going to be a lot of talk about the tragic blessings of the kennedy family and the curse it's 
all nonsense these people were courageous risk takers kathleen kennedy kicked her the the girl the oldest 
daughter she was killed with her lover traveling on a plane ride she should have never taken through terrible 
weather in europe joe kennedy jr took a mission that nobody should have taken with a plane loaded with 
dynamite to go blow up the v the v1 rocket sites i mean jack kennedy was killed in an open car in dallas in 
the midst of the most hated it was like the mood we're in right now the risk they took bobby kennedy with 
rayford johnson and those guys and rosie greer wading through crowds of people in california in that very 
difficult primary against gene mccarthy risk takers risk takers risk takers they took risk and they got killed by 
those risks and teddy's the survivor i mean that's the phrase used today 
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the phrase used today to die at 77 with gray hair that's the unique in the kennedy and with a remarkable uh 
legislative legislation chris i know you got to go thank you for being see you all later today all right let's go to 
elijah cummings and of course chris you're going to be talking about this at five and seven tonight on 
hardball thank you can't wait to see it let's go to elijah cummings right now congressman cummings uh give 
us your thoughts this morning on ted kennedy's legacy well i'm certainly very uh saddened and when i think 
about ted kennedy i cannot help but think back to when katrina was taking place and ted kennedy was on 
vacation and he found me and called me and said elijah we have got to do something about this we can not 
allow people to drown in their own urine i'll never forget that as long as i live and you could tell he was very 
very upset about it and shortly after that members of the congressional black caucus went on national tv and 
urged the president bush to do something about it ted kennedy was a person i was listening to you all you all 
over the last few minutes but you got to understand one of the reasons why ted kennedy was able to do so 
many things and could reach across the aisle and convince others to help him is because i know that people 
felt members of congress and members of the senate felt that he felt the pain of those who were either 
voiceless or voices had voices that were too soft to be heard when you look at the causes that he took up for 
children for those with disabilities i have a picture in my office that ted kennedy sent me many many years 
before we go before i came into congress of uh him and winnie mandela because he had gone to south 
africa to try uh to help end apartheid there we know of that story and he i mean just so many causes that he 
took on but i think he took all the things 
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on but i think he took all the things that you all have been talking about today all the things that the family has 
gone through he has used those trials and tribulations as a passport to help other people and that's what it's 
been all about he i mean he could have been a very angry man he could have said you know like i've been 
dealt some some horrible cards here but he said no you know i'm going to take the cards i've been dealt i'm 
going to give it the very best and not only am i going to feel compassion not only am i going to feel people's 


pain but i'm going to try to do something about it and i think it was that sincerity and that that realness that 
caused others like orrin hatch and senator mccain and so many others bob dole with regard to the uh the 
voting rights act uh all of those bipartisan efforts i think he was able to actually act almost as a magnet 
because they could feel that sincerity congressman elijah cummings thank you so much for being with us we 
really do appreciate it it's always great to talk to you elijah let's uh in washington also we've got pat buchanan 
and david gregory uh david let me start with you here tell me where the health care debate goes from here 
there have been so many stops and starts and this really has been the great mission of ted kennedy's life 
and the irony of him passing perhaps on the eve of health care reform's greatest achievement in his eyes 
great irony there where do we go from here well i think it's uncertain you know senator kennedy has been 
involved all the way having conversations with key players but he was on the sidelines in a way that he'd 
hoped not to be and it became abundantly clear to this white house that as engaged as he was and wanted 
to be that he would not be the one to pull the sides together i mentioned senator hatch earlier this morning 
he pulled away from those negotiations in the senate finance committee and it has really fallen to senator 
baucus 
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senator baucus to try to deliver that grand bargain with the gop and that has yet to materialize yet even 
though they're still talking about it in the senate so the ability of ted kennedy the legislator the one who knew 
how to make deals the one who sort of knew where everybody's temperature was and what they needed on 
a particular issue that has not been felt in the heat of this debate at a time when this white house is trying to 
thread the needle between being clear about what it wants and then letting congress set its own course so 
it's been a very difficult line and allies of this white house who have been working on health care say you just 
can't overstate the void left by senator kennedy in this health care fight particularly when it comes to a point 
where people are not persuaded republicans have not been persuaded to join on and even those more 
conservative democrats don't feel like they know where the president stands and where he does stand they 
don't like where it's headed uh hey pat much has been said this morning and much will be written about the 
fact that senator kennedy was able to reach across party lines reach across the aisle had friendships with a 
lot of republicans you worked in the nixon white house a lot has been written in terms of history about 
president nixon's seeming obsession with ted kennedy and the kennedy family but was there ever a larger 
element to the relationship other than what we've heard and seen was there was the word did it come close 
to an element of perhaps friendship or anything else that mike you're exactly right you know president uh 
president nixon had run against jack kennedy and he had tremendous i mean you had to respect the abilities 
of jack kennedy and then we ran against bobby kennedy or thought we might be running against him and 
both of them were killed and the president i think president nixon really felt that the this was the younger 
brother and i do recall after 
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younger brother and i do recall after chappaquiddick one time that kennedy was down at the white house 
and this was very soon after that and after the meeting was over in the cabinet room and i used to be in there 
in the legislative leadership meetings taking notes kennedy was i saw the president he took kennedy in to the 
oval office to talk to him about what he had gone through and all the rest of it on a personal level now that 
didn't i mean and also as i say and he was the kenneth president nixon he was always i think very 
apprehensive politically about the tremendous skills and the charisma of the kennedy family so but there's no 
doubt there was an enormous amount of respect there and i think he and jack kennedy richard nixon they 
first knew each other when they went on a train up to pennsylvania to debate when their young congressman 
in 1947 and they had been friends joe kennedy a senior had contributed to nixon's campaign so there was 
that relationship that existed before the falling out in 1960 but you know uh mike you know my wife shelly 
worked up in the vice president's office and before the kennedys of course were assassinated back in 1969 
and even then she told me when teddy came in the girls in the offices the secretaries knew teddy was 
coming down the hall and a lot of them would go out there because there was this extraordinarily handsome 
young guy in his 20s in his late 20s at the time or mid-20s at the time and so uh kennedy they always carry 


that charisma with them and i think that's one of the things in addition to his personality the legend and the 
rest of it that enabled him to get so much done david gregory you've got a question for pat yeah i mean i 
want to talk about the flip side of that with nixon and kennedy as well pat as uh you may remember as well 
that nixon was obsessed to a certain level about trying to dig up dirt on ted 
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about trying to dig up dirt on ted kennedy fearing that he would run against him and talk to chuck coulson 
and others about hiring private eyes to tail him and after chappaquiddick thought you know that would be the 
death knell of his uh political career but that that obsession was really striking well look there was no doubt 
that uh initially teddy kennedy was thought to be as i mentioned uh that he had wanted him humphrey 
wanted him on the ticket in 68 and we thought he'd be the candidate in but it was 69 six months after uh the 
election the chappaquiddick occurred there's no doubt that the watergate folks yolassowitz was up there and 
uh chappaquiddick picking up the facts and there were guys in the uh in the campaign and that entourage 
who were aware of all the rumors about teddy kennedy even after chap acquitted and there's no doubt it had 
been a very rough battle if we'd gotten into it with teddy kennedy there's no question about it we wouldn't we 
would not have pulled back at all in going after teddy kennedy although i did as i said in 72 i had argued that 
it would be a mistake to bring up chap acquitted because everybody in the country knew about it and the 
reporters would be talking about it and you should get out of the way when things like that are brought up but 
you know on teddy kennedy somebody's mentioned that that bobby bird wept when he heard about ted 
kennedy's illness as i recall bobby byrd and ted kennedy were in a savage battle at one point for a majority 
whip in the u.s senate and teddy kennedy thought he had the votes and he was beaten at that time by robert 
byrd so i mean his life he's it's it's an on and off relationship with an awful lot of people you know you know 
pat i'll tell you an interesting story about that uh fight for the whips job in the united states senate in january 
1971 john tunney ted kennedy's roommate at the university of virginia law school and his best friend all these 
years uh told 
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all these years uh told me that during the whip vote it was a secret ballot and right two of the senators voted 
for bird and they spelled his name bird they didn't even they couldn't even spell his name correctly but two of 
them voted b-i-r-d for bird well you know i know mike when teddy kennedy i know he said after that i didn't 
realize it was back in 71 back that far but i do remember teddy kennedy said i was you know i had so many 
committed votes but the count fell about five short of the number who were committed to me and it's a secret 
ballot in there but i think that was a real jolt for kennedy at that time that he was beaten in that battle dog tell 
you those those leadership elections in congress they are seriously people people lie to you more than fourth 
graders when you run it when you're running for class president i i remember i remember running for class 
president in fourth grade and being lied to by everybody and i i never remember that until i got back into 
congress that is the lioness pack of people when you're when you're getting it uh do i have your vote yes you 
gotta do you do are you sure can i get it in writing you've got it no get it in writing that doesn't help either that 
was a leadership contests are so ugly uh savannah you've got a question for david actually that leads to my 
question to david perfectly so many people david it strikes me have said that the absence of kennedy is so 
felt as we do health care reform and i think it really drives home the point that personal relationships can 
matter presumably people's positions on health care are the same but for some reason kennedy's personal 
touch those gestures made a difference and i wonder what you think the impact of his passing will be now on 
this battle is there a possibility that there will be some new groundswell of bipartisanship that it could be a 
change of tone or does all of that pass with him well i mean i think there's the potential for that and and 
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that and and uh you know the obama administration the obama white house will be careful i'm sure how it 
treads on that but look uh you don't have to go too far uh down the line here to say that this was a great 
cause of his life getting health care reform getting universal health care as we've said something he started 


fighting for back in 1966 and it's been noted by dan balz and haines johnson in their book about the 
campaign that when he gave the endorsement senator kennedy endorsed or prepared to endorse barack 
obama he said you got to tackle health care first and barack obama made that promise and he and he lived 
up to that promise and whether that was the right decision tactically we'll find out but that was a key part of it 
and so there's no question that kennedy will still loom large as this debate moves forward as he has frankly 
in all the years it's been tried before pat buchanan yeah joe and mike clearly they've lost a vote they've only 
got 59 votes there and that's a crucial matter but i would think just as lyndon johnson when john f kennedy 
was shot lyndon johnson came in and said let's do this civil rights bill in memory of john f kennedy this is 
what he wanted this was a great cause and we ought to do this thing it's right for america and this is what 
john f kennedy would have wanted in that emotional period after that i would think that if i were barack 
obama first i would use this occasion say this is what he fought for all his life now let's see if we can't pull 
together and get something done but my question to you both would be would teddy kennedy have said in 
effect to barack obama we can't get this public option let's get what we can get or do you think he would 
have said let's go all the way and take the risk of losing everything and try to get everything pat i i certainly 
can't speak for the senator at all i would be very surprised and mike i defer to you on this one 
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mike i defer to you on this one i would be very surprised if a senator like ted kennedy who knew washington 
so well who had seen perfect constantly being the enemy of good who went through a terrible period in 1993 
and 1994 when health care was savaged and as paul begala wrote in a recent op-ed telling democrats we 
tried throwing the hail mary and we ended up getting sacked get what you can get now uh every step you 
take forward towards universal health care is a step in the right direction again i won't speak for ted kennedy 
i don't know but it seems to me just looking at his history and legacy he would take what he could get now 
well joe you know i mean the testimony of history and and the testimony we've been on the year now for a 
couple of hours about ted kennedy's life as a politician is that he was the consummate legislator there's not 
uh there's a great deal of irony left in the fact that he was presiding over the united states senate on the 
afternoon of november 22nd 1963 when he received word that his brother had been shot in dallas and 
through all of the years and especially since 1980 when his hopes for the presidency ended in failure to 
jimmy carter he has concentrated on being the consummate legislators so you're right we can't speak for him 
obviously but i you also can't envision him seeing this lifelong ambition this lifelong legislative goal crumbling 
because of his obstinacy i can't see that happening i can see him instead going to olympia snow or susan 
collins of maine and saying you now are the 60th vote you now are the vote that is going to help fashion 
some degree is successful 
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help fashion some degree is successful this is a thing we've talked about this every morning on the show the 
one thing that ted kennedy understood and any great legislator understands is that you just don't go around 
speaking in generalities let's be blunt like the president's been doing you go to olympia snow if you think you 
can pick off a republican or two and you ask a question a very simple question what do you need i need you i 
will do what it takes to get you on board what do you need i need the 60th vote i've lined everybody else up 
that's how it works and i will say again while we can't speak for ted kennedy here both mike because we've 
talked about it we have both mike barnicle and i know how ted kennedy operated he would go on the floor 
and he was a liberals liberal he was the liberal the the just a hero to liberals for years but if a friend came to 
him a conservative friend and says i really need this he wouldn't beat his chest you know away from me he 
would say okay let me let me think through this you know what i'm gonna call lauren hatch right and i'll tell 
you what oren will be behind you and i've got some other friends i'm gonna line them up for you because ted 
kennedy understood that was part of the deal that you were pragmatic that even if you couldn't get what you 
wanted all the time you worked the cracks and edges you did the deal pat and david in washington savannah 
here you understand washington the the i really does of course if anybody has any questions so little it's 
shocking but we'll move past that but but the elements of senator kennedy's career as a legislator 


encompassed just that joe people of opposite parties whether they were constituents or from the national 
stage would go in whether it was taxes whether it was banking legislation whatever it was and he would say 
exactly that let's figure out what we can do to move 
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let's figure out what we can do to move it forward for you i will have to vote against it in committee and i'll 
vote against it on the floor but i'm going to send you to orrin hatch or i'm going to send you to tell you that 
and i'm going to vote against you i may even wave my arms a little bit but this is what's happening behind the 
scenes oren's going to help you and i've got another group that owe me they're gonna help you too just don't 
worry it's gonna be okay that's not hypocrisy that's legislation and then a reservoir of goodwill exists a 
reservoir david gregory final thoughts i know you've got to leave us well i just think on this point too you go 
back to the administration of bush's father the first president bush the idea of getting individual mandates for 
health insurance was a dead letter on capitol hill look at what's possible in this reform effort right now even if 
the public option is is so controversial the idea of so much more access the idea of the insurance companies 
on board in a way that they weren't when president clinton tried it those are elements of the fight that 
president kennedy would certainly smile about excuse me senator kennedy would certainly smile about uh 
and again he has a history on this of wanting to break it up and getting what he could get and then going 
after the rest later all right david i know you got to go thank you so much for stopping by and talking to us 
okay see you later we appreciate it we're coming up on the top of the hour of course uh the sad news out of 
hyannis port ted kennedy has passed away after a long struggle with cancer you're watching a special 
edition of morning joe and mike barnicle you have been with the the senator several times uh over the past 
six months and you told us that things have gotten difficult especially over the past few weeks talk about the 
ted kennedy that you saw the ted kennedy you knew uh even in these final weeks well i i haven't seen him or 
spoken to him in the last month but probably around july 4th i saw him 
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probably around july 4th i saw him spoke to him down on the dock at hyannisport he was getting ready to go 
out on on his boat his sailboat the maya and there is a was a certain calmness to him a stoicism to him and 
acceptance of what he knew to be his fate and i think he lived these last few months with a certain luxury he 
knew he had a certain luxury that neither of his brothers neither of his three brothers ever had and that was 
the ability to frame up his life to see his family to be with his children and his surrogate children caroline 
kennedy and and the shriver children and i think he took great great pleasure uh and it was sentimental 
moments obviously in the last few weeks of going up the hill from his home about 500 yards to the shriver 
home where he would have a drink in the late afternoon with his sister eunice who he knew to be dying and 
uh wonderfully poignant moments in in a family that has encapsulated so much of american history over 50 
60 years it's almost incomprehensible willie geist was talking about it earlier this morning with me about if 
you look at the timeline of senator kennedy's life both public and private before he was in the united states 
senate the events that were encapsulated in that life are nearly overwhelming to look at well his his story is 
the the story of our time yes schlesinger said about his older brother bobby it is that's the case and good and 
bad for every triumph there was a tragedy not just his brothers but he was in that plane crash in 1964 where 
he broke his back he survived the pilot died his son had cancer had a leg amputated 
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his son had cancer had a leg amputated this guy over a long 77 year life has seen it all we've got pat 
buchanan our washington bureau savannah guthrie nbc news white house correspondents with us and also 
uh we spoke last hour to david axelrod and david remembered ted kennedy in fact reminisced about what he 
thought to be one of the pivotal moments in last year's presidential campaign when ted kennedy endorsed 
barack obama when i think back at that presidential race of 2008 there was there was a pivotal weekend in 
that campaign that i think changed everything it was the weekend that senator obama won the the south 
carolina primary the next morning caroline kennedy endorsed him in a in a beautiful piece in the in the new 


york times and then the following day senator kennedy uh endorsed him that you'll all remember this uh huge 
public event in washington uh that was just life with emotion and history and i think that transformed our 
campaign in a very big way nbc news white house correspondent savannah guthrie when did president 
obama and michelle learn about the president about ted kennedy's past he was actually awakened in the 
middle of the night two o'clock this morning got the call about senator kennedy they of course are on 
martha's vineyard having a week off and he placed a call to mrs kennedy at 2 25 this morning we do expect 
him to come and make a statement before the cameras later this morning uh 8 30 or 9 is probably the time 
and just it's just been so interesting to hear these reflections this morning one thing that really strikes me 
sometimes when a political figure like this passes away you hear a fun story an interesting story a story of 
graciousness a gesture and you hear that same story over and over and over again in the case 
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over and over and over again in the case of senator kennedy you hear many stories hundreds of these 
instances for the first time and i think it really shows how many of these little gestures there were over the 
years probably many he forgot about as you talked about mike he had the maybe the poignancy but also the 
privilege of this long goodbye and had the benefit of hearing himself eulogized in a way you know there were 
on several occasions over the past year prior to june when he would go up to boston from the cape to mass 
general hospital for chemo treatment or to see one or another of his doctors on the way back to the cape he 
would make it a point to be driven to the home of a family who had lost a son or a daughter in iraq or 
afghanistan and spent some time with him this was on route back after receiving chemo back to the cape he 
would he would do that he was an extraordinarily generous human being and i uh i told this story a couple of 
uh of hours ago but when i left congress i'd actually worked with joe kennedy and later when he left congress 
tim romer to rename the justice department after bobby kennedy and when i left congress a few years later i 
had to leave go home andrew my younger son had diabetes and asperger's and as i as i was leaving 
congress it wasn't uh it wasn't republicans who i'd worked with who had helped who had raised money for 
who i had struggled along with uh that remembered me so much it was ted kennedy a guy that i hadn't had a 
lot of contact with and he sent over a wonderful letter saying if andrew ever needs anything please give me a 
call and i'll make sure i can do whatever i can to help out and then sent me this wonderful 
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and then sent me this wonderful of bobby bobby kennedy and uh wrote a wonderful note on it said bobby 
would have loved working with you i've got great respect all these these kind things that he had and didn't 
have to do because everybody else saw me as a guy oh here's a guy that was in congress he's leaving he 
can't do us any good anymore we don't need his vote we don't need anything but ted kennedy stopped and 
took a great deal of time to write that letter to send that picture to do some very thoughtful things and that's 
you know you always hear people talking about character is what you do when nobody's looking we always 
hear the bad side of that with ted kennedy what he did when people weren't looking when things blew up in 
his face but there are so many other stories about what he was doing and he knew he wouldn't get a 
headline he knew it when he moved out he knew that it wasn't going to help him politically but he made these 
small gestures to help people who could never help him back but he did it and he touched so many people's 
lives that way and pat buchanan you've heard these stories time and time again about ted kennedy again a 
guy that both you and i uh probably couldn't disagree with more ideologically but personally personally we 
don't have enough people in washington dc like that do we people that make the small gestures and stop 
and care for you when you're down that's exactly right that's exactly right and i've had examples of that as i 
said a mutual friend of ours he he stopped me on the street and in effect said pat give this guy a call he's a 
little bit down right now he's a big friend and fan of yours give him a buzz he had that you know and i was 
thinking of the other kennedy brothers in him and what you were talking about teddy kennedy was a people's 
politician he was gregarious irish friendly considerate all these 
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irish friendly considerate all these skills as a politician whereas jack kennedy whom i first saw in person ata 
wedding in 1958 i happened to come up from fort lauderdale to palm beach and he came through the 
wedding reception there was a real aristocratic princely touch to jack kennedy that was two years before he 
was president and bobby kennedy was an intense sort of a hot figure unlike teddy kennedy teddy had those 
people skills that neither of his brothers had and you add that to the charisma the kennedy legend the name 
and the fact he's been on the hill and that gave him just tremendous tremendous personal clout i really 
believe if he were healthy and he were on the hill now and he was leading the president obama's battle for 
health care it would be on the verge of success they wouldn't have getting everything but as you fellas said 
he's not going to settle for nothing if he fights for everything and then he's lost something he said okay we 
lost that let's get what we can and we'll come back for the rest later and i think the president will be on the 
verge of success let's bring in mark levitz to the conversation right now he's of course with the new york 
times joining us from washington this morning mark good to see you you wrote a piece not so long ago 
talking about the impact that ted kennedy would have on this health care debate you wrote as a divided 
senate tangles over health care legislation there is bipartisan consensus on one point ted kennedy could 
make a big difference if only he were here talk more about your piece well i mean what's really been vivid 
over the last summer certainly is how conspicuous he's been in his abSence and democrats and republicans 
have brought his name up and what people tend to overlook in this debate is i mean people throw around the 
word bipartisanship what people forget is bipartisanship is hard work and this is hard work forged in ted 
kennedy's case 
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kennedy's case over decades of of gestures like like joe just described and everyone around here could 
describe that could be not so much cashed in because i don't think he sees it monetarily in any sense but but 
could be sort of called upon in relationships that can be nourished upon at a time like this to actually you 
know maybe get something done and i think um you know people across the board have talked about how 
conspicuous he has been in his absence and you know who knows uh how things could be different if you 
were here mark we don't want to look forward too much this morning but it's no small news that democrats 
now have 59 senators and that it's going to take a while regardless of what what ted kennedy's wishes were 
in that letter last week to get a new senator chris matthews said it could be a matter of six months or 
something like that what does that mean for this debate well i mean certainly i mean on a very practical level 
i mean it gives the democrats one last vote i mean and and there's not going to be anyone seated probably 
for several months as you said i mean i think there will be many people who invoke ted kennedy's memory in 
the next few weeks certainly around the health care debate and i think all the tributes that will be so richly 
deserved will often come with a tagline about he will you know he would want as a dying wish health care 
legislation to be passed you know in due time in the u.s senate um again i i think i i asked orrin hatch a few 
weeks ago i said listen if ted kennedy came to you and said oren i'm dying would you give me this vote on 
this uh what would you do hatch said to me you know if we were closer it might you know might make a 
bigger difference so obviously they are not at a point where it's close enough so that it would make a 
difference all right mark thank you so much for being with us let's go right now to hyannisport and talk to 
nbc's anne thompson and you were up uh in that uh village uh that has 
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village uh that has really uh since at least late 1959 early 1960 uh sort of in the center of a lot of un hopes 
and dreams uh for democrats and americans alike uh what uh what are they saying in hyannisport this 
morning well as you can imagine joe hyannis port holds the kennedys very very dear the kennedy family 
literally put hyannisport massachusetts on the map and it has been the center of their political hopes and 
dreams you'll remember way back in november of 1960 this is where john f kennedy awaited the returns in 
his you know incredibly close election with richard nixon it is here where they have celebrated weddings 
caroline kennedy's wedding in 1986 maria shriver's wedding to governor arnold schwarzenegger at the saint 
francis xavier church where her mother was just buried last week it has also been a place where they have 
come together when tragedy has struck so many times those famous pictures of robert f kennedy walking 


along the beach in the days after jfk's assassination after jfk jr died in that plane crash this is where the 
family gathered and just two weeks ago as i said this is where they came to mourn eunice kennedy shriver 
so it is a touchstone for the kennedys it is a town that holds them in great regard and greatly respects their 
privacy and to that end today we have seen the barnstable police come and cordon off several of the roads 
into the kennedy compound many media have shown up here not too many onlookers we've seen some 
people go jogging some people bike some people go to pick up their morning papers but it is a day where we 
expect people will continue to come and gather as we wait for word as to how 
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and gather as we wait for word as to how senator kennedy will be remembered in a funeral service we 
expect that information later today or tomorrow all right anne thanks a lot nbc's anne thompson up in hyannis 
port uh that was also of course the uh the place where ted kennedy after bobby was assassinated went up to 
and just sailed go out sailing by himself alone and uh the metaphor obvious he's felt really alone in the world 
he took refuge in the ocean joe for most of the last month given the nature of our business vicki kennedy 
tried to avoid photographers with taking the senator out onto the boat the maya so they moved the boat from 
the hyannis port yacht club which is literally a hundred yards from the kennedy compound over to hyannis 
harbor to a marina in hyannis harbor and at the marina they were able to take him out in a wheelchair out on 
the dock and onto the boat without the prying eye of us our photographers and uh so he enjoyed the solace 
and the refuge and the companionship of the ocean uh right up until quite recently i'm told right up until about 
a week or ten days ago and uh as we've talked earlier i mean he saw things out in that ocean in his mind's 
eye that uh when you had said earlier for those that are just waking up uh when he was out in the ocean he 
said he saw he had saw his body yeah i i did ask him that once when he was out there on the ocean when 
the when the wind would change directions and the sun would alter the color of the water i said senator do 
you ever see your brothers out there and he replied right away quite quickly like that he said yeah yeah i see 
him all the time 
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he said yeah yeah i see him all the time all the time and all the memories around there like you said when his 
big brother joe taught him how to swim where he was when he heard at hyena sport that joe had been killed 
in world ii world war ii he he would also talk about he was a living memory himself but he would talk about 
how in the summers of 1961 62 and 63 when the helicopter bearing the president president kennedy would 
return from otis air force base where air force one would land where air force one landed to take barack 
obama to the vineyard earlier this week and the president would take the helicopter marine one to hyannis 
port the helicopter would land on the lawn right outside the kennedy family compound and they would have 
contests with the children and now the grandchildren whoever was best during the week would get to ride on 
the helicopter back to otis on sunday night as it took the president back to air force one back to washington i 
wish i had that tech that tool that bribed my kids but that's pretty good savannah you're following some news 
what do you have the president will speak at 8 30 this morning from the farm where they're staying they've 
rented a property on martha's vineyard he'll make a statement about senator kennedy and we've also 
learned who it was that woke the president this morning was marvin nicholson who was the trip director for 
the campaign and still with the white house special assistant to the president who called and woke him up at 
two o'clock gave him the news and then as we've talked about president obama then called mrs kennedy 
about 25 minutes later so president barack obama will be speaking in about an hour 15 minutes from the 
farm where he and his family are staying on martha's vineyard so close to diana sport and we'll be obviously 
carrying that live and the president will be making his statement then he's already issued a written statement 
but willie people across america and the world are 
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people across america and the world are sending in their thoughts and recollections of senator ted kennedy 
yes across the country and around the world this is the statement that savannah first brought us this morning 
president obama saying this about ted kennedy i valued his wise counsel in the senate where regardless of 
the swirl of events he always had time for a new colleague an important chapter in our history has come to 
an end our country has lost a great leader who picked up the torch of his fallen brothers and became the 
greatest united states senator of our time and of course we'll hear more from the president as we just said at 
8 30. here's a house speaker nancy pelosi on ted kennedy she said kennedy had a grand vision for america 
ted kennedy's dream of quality health care for all americans will be made real this year because of his 
leadership and his inspiration and governor schwarzenegger of california of course with a personal 
connection here maria and i are immensely saddened by the passing of uncle teddy he was the rock of our 
family we also heard from the government of great britain and ireland uh former prime minister tony blair as 
well weighing in all right thanks willie let's bring in right now nbc news chief foreign affairs correspondent and 
host of msnbc's andrea mitchell reports andrea mitchell andrea you have followed senator kennedy's career 
since the early 70s a remarkable career what are your thoughts today well first of all that we've lost this great 
man and a man who was a father and uncle really the the leader for that entire generation for several 
generations of kennedy families uh kennedy nieces and how he was the the leader of that legacy but more 
importantly of course for the nation he was the greatest senator of our generation in either party because joe 
you know how he worked across the party lines all the way back with dan quayle on a jobs bill who else 
would have been working with this young senator dan quayle that was one of the things that dan quayle 
pointed to that gave him a leg up to try to be a competitor become a vice 
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try to be a competitor become a vice presidential nominee so these are things that have long been forgotten 
even more recently of course his work with orrin hatch over the years and trent lop and others on the 
judiciary committee on health issues and on jobs issues these were the the liberal uh issues that he cared 
about so passionately and he managed to form bipartisan coalitions in a city and in a country that is 
becoming ever more partisan he was one of the few remaining people who could be as tough as he was in 
the armed services committee when don rumsfeld came in for a hearing but still know how to work with 
republicans on other issues the war of course his most important vote he said and that is remarkable given 
how many votes he had over all of those decades and finally the man who would lumber through the senate 
more recently in you know recent years with the dog but remember through the senate i would always do my 
stand up on camera appearances for nightly news from the russell balcony right next door to his office he 
would come by then his hideaway that other senate secret office was right by our senate cubicle where kelly 
o'donnell that works and we would wander in there or he would invite us in to chat the mementos the history 
there's no way to even quantify all of the things that ted kennedy did you know andrea people just tuning in 
this morning that haven't heard mike and pat and chris and all of us talking about uh ted kennedy if they just 
turned on the tv this morning they'd be surprised to hear you talking about ted kennedy the bipartisan 
senator that could reach across the aisle but there were two ted kennedys there was ted kennedy you 
believed fervently and passionately that government needed to reach out and be expansive and do what it 
could to help the truly disadvantaged but there was also the ted kennedy that may have been against the war 
and beaten the hell out of republicans but at the 
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the hell out of republicans but at the same time quietly walk across the aisle and and try to forge a bipartisan 
compromise on other issues that's what made him such a unique character there were some partisan 
democrats who were angry when ted kennedy worked with george w bush on no child left behind he later 
told me when we were doing a report on the ways that he felt it needed to be fixed that he actually regretted 
working on that bill that he thought that he did not get enough in it that he should have perhaps uh figured 
out different compromises on that particular piece of legislation because he did think that that there were 
unfunded mandates that were not working the way he had envisioned but he did work with george w bush he 
worked with republican senators he worked with george bush's father on the americans with disabilities act 


back in 1989 in 1990 and 1991 so but the things that he was passionate about the war in iraq gun control 
those were the things that you saw the great senator kennedy there were moments they were the the bad 
years the clarence thomas hearings and that whole period before he married vicki reggie and really became 
a transformed human being i think these later years were the happiest years of his life arguably other than 
the early years of camelot with right of course his older brothers and there's no doubt you bring up his 
marriage to vicki uh that certainly was a transformative moment in the early 1990s for the senator thanks so 
much for being with us andrew mitchell are you going to be doing your show from hyannisport today i think 
we're going to be doing all coverage non-stop coverage so we're heading to the airport now and we will be 
up there yes indeed all right andrew we'll be watching thank you and uh thanks to mark libovich with the new 
york times let's go to capitol hill right now and nbc's kelly o'donnell and i just saw mike barnacle uh a 
troublemaker coming in we're going to be talking to bob carey if you could frisk him before he comes on set 
this is former 
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before he comes on set this is former senator former senator bob carey of nebraska medal of honor great 
man as well and a great man yeah well he's going to be here bob carey will be with us in about seven 
minutes let's go right now to capitol hill though and talk to nbc's kelly o'donnell kelly the united states senate 
certainly has to seem like a different place for everyone who works there this morning ted kennedy for the 
first time in such a long time over four decades not there set the scene for us at the capitol it is really 
stunning joe when you talk to people here people who work for senator kennedy people who work here in the 
building it is a day where they are feeling this loss even though everyone knew it was a terminal illness it was 
unlikely that he would be able to return to the senate in an active way his presence is certainly missed here 
today outside there is an obvious sign a gesture in his memory with flags here at the capitol at half staff and 
earlier when andrea was talking about senator kennedy's office it is just down the aisle here and it is an 
amazing place because it is so filled with photographs and mementos that really tell you the entire story of 
the kennedy family and to spend any time there with him and with staff you really got a sense of the history 
that came alive in his office and with his passing that connection to another time also passes as well we may 
learn more than we have before in the weeks ahead when his memoir is published he's been working on it 
over the last couple of years and it is ready to hit stores in a couple of weeks and and i understand that he is 
disclosed in that in some ways that perhaps we hadn't known before and maybe we'll have some new insight 
definitely there is a sense that there will be an opportunity for members who have now scattered to all their 
home states to come back to honor him we expect to hear from some of the kennedy aides today about 
plans for how they want to go forward 
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plans for how they want to go forward with services to honor him and what they might do here in washington 
as well so we'll bring that to you as soon as we get those details i'm told that things are not quite finalized yet 
even though they have been contemplating how they wanted to do that and when andrea was talking about 
victoria reggie who became the senator's wife back in 1992. one of the things that she was really 
instrumental in joe you may remember this in 1991 he delivered a speech at the kennedy school at harvard 
where he publicly acknowledged the failings of his personal life she had been instrumental in helping him 
craft that speech this was before they were married and that acknowledgement of some of the more difficult 
day is the period when he was often criticized for how he conducted himself in his own life that seemed to 
really begin to turn and the relationship he had with the people of massachusetts thereafter and his public 
reputation began to evolve yet again and certainly over the last 15 months when we have known about his 
grave illness there has been an opportunity to look back at some of the accomplishments of senator kennedy 
and some of the contributions and it has sort of reset the scales about his public uh how he is viewed in the 
public eye and the sort of history that he has had and perhaps for kennedy's family that has been a good 
period of being able to see those reflections and to have him uh hear that himself in these recent weeks all 
right kelly thank you uh so much we'll be back with you kelly o'donnell at capitol hill she she brought up and 
we've got to go to break here and we come back we're going to be talking more with pat buchan and also 


with bob carrey but and brian williams going to be with us as well but we need to bring this up his marriage to 
vicki was i think a pivotal moment in his life many people believed at the time that was precipitated because 
of a lot of bad stories out there remember uh the story uh the gq story the michael kelly uh wrote about that 
was absolutely devastating painting painted a portrait 
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painted a portrait of a senator out of control and there were many saying at the time when he married vicki 
that that was damage control he was going to have a hard time being re-elected and that somehow it was 
ted kennedy just trying to protect himself politically but of course over the years we have found that that was 
in fact a transformative moment for ted kennedy oh there is no doubt about that joe there is no doubt about 
that it was a it was a transformative moment for him as a human being and i think as a politician it was a 
calming moment it gave him the security of this is a ludicrous metaphor of of finally a safe harbor for himself 
after years of of a lot of personal turmoil a lot of personal trauma there had been the obar episode down in 
palm beach with his nephew william kennedy smith uh and and then vicki reggie uh daughter of a political 
family herself her father former judge ed reggie crowley louisiana was a delegate to the 1960 convention for 
john f kennedy was a an early supporter of robert f kennedy for the presidency they get married and she she 
brought a healing process to him that he had not had in his life i think for for many many years and and she 
events such strength alongside him especially over these past two years and it was her we we can say this 
now it was her her goal earlier this year was to get ted kennedy through this summer because he loved being 
where he was when he died he loved being home he was he was home with history the world knew him he 
was known around the globe but he was home when he died and that's that's what she wanted that's what 
he wanted well he was home you're right this morning when he passed away we're remembering ted 
kennedy this 
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we're remembering ted kennedy this morning and we're going to have more in our special coverage of the 
passing of senator kennedy uh with brian williams also senator bob carey has come into our studio we'll talk 
to him of course mike barnicle's own personal remembrances we also have nbc white house correspondent 
savannah guthrie with us to give us the white house's reaction an hour from now barack obama will be 
speaking from martha's vineyard [Music] a man that he is called this morning the greatest senator of our time 
the work goes on the cause endures the hope still lives and the dream shall never die to 


END 


